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Question Set 37: Sermon 26
1299. What else is implied by this answer of Christ, “As thou wilt”?

Answer. That God works certain gracious desires in the hearts of his saints, and accordingly answers their prayers in proportion to the very desires and affections he has wrought in them.

1300. What two topics are addressed in several positions?

Answer. (1) Of a sanctified will & affections. (2) How these are the measure of God’s goodness towards us.

1301. What is Rutherford’s first position?

Answer. “The soul is never renewed, till the will be renewed.”

1302. How is this position reasoned?

Answer. The will is the very heart of the heart; which heart, according to scripture, is that which, when renewed, warrants a man to be considered a new man.

1303. What is Rutherford’s second position?

Answer. “All sanctified affections are threaded upon the will; saving grace can lodge nowhere but in the centre of the heart, and that is the renewed will, presupposing new light in the mind: Grace taketh this first castle.”

1304. What is Rutherford’s third position?

Answer. The more our will is sanctified, the more our new obedience will be.

1305. What is Rutherford’s fourth position?

Answer. “A civil will, is not [necessarily] a sanctified will; in some men, the will is more moral, less raging, the motions of it being less tumultuous.”

1306. What is Rutherford’s fifth position?

Answer. “The special mark of a sanctified will, is, that it is a broken thing, as it were fallen in the midst in two pieces, and yielding to God and saving light.”

1307. What is the greatest scripture example of a sanctified will yielding great obedience to God?

Answer. “There was a sea of grace and saving light in Christ: no created will stooped to the light of a revealed de​cree in such a submissive measure, in a hell of fear, sorrow, and anguish for an evil of punishment more than any creature was able to bear, as he did.”

1308. What is the first thing wherein our will is to stoop and yield obedience to the law of God?

Answer. “In opposing our lusts, as we would testify, that the proudest piece in us, the will, hath felt the influence of Christ’s death on it, That we no longer should live the rest of our time to the lusts of men, but to the will of God.”

1309. What is a second thing wherein our will is to stoop and yield obedience to God?

Answer. In humbling itself, and patiently bearing God dispensations wherein he seeks to humble us.

1310. What is the third thing wherein our will is to stoop and yield obedience to God?

Answer. In a subordination to the will of God, always showing itself subdued to him and dependent upon him.

1311. On the contrary, how does the scripture speak of the unconverted man?

Answer. Of such an one it is said that his will & heart have dominion over him and possess him. He is void of understanding. Prov. 17.18.

1312. In terms of the obedience which God demands from man, what good is a will that is not broken to God?

Answer. It is as good as no will or no heart at all. Then all outward “obedience” is no real obedience at all.

1313. What is Rutherford’s sixth position?

Answer. “The affections in their naturals being cor​rupt, grace alone maketh them pure; and when they are purest, they are strongest.”

1314. The more grace there be in love, what shall be the less?

Answer. Lust.

1315. The more grace there be in zeal, what shall be the less?

Answer. The wild-fire of carnal wrath.

1316. Where is the strongest burning fire in the martyrdom of Christ’s saints?

Answer. In that supernatural love that they have toward God & Christ, that puts them to suffer so much for his sake.

1317. What are the effects of gracious love?

Answer. It brings with it a love-sickness and swooning.

1318. What is Rutherford’s seventh position?

Answer. “It is good that the affections be balanced and loaden with heavenly and spiritual light.”

1319. What relation have the mind and affections when unrenewed?

Answer. They vitiate and corrupt one another.

1320. What is their relation in those who mock eternity & judgment?

Answer. “The mockers of eternity and judg​ment are ignorant, because they will be ignorant, (2 Pet. 3:5).”

1321. What was the reverse problem of Eli’s sons?

Answer. “Eli’s sons will be abominably lustful in their affections, because they know not the Lord, and are ignorant of God, (1 Sam. 2:12).”

1322. On the contrary, what advantage have the saints of God by the relation of their will and understanding?

Answer. “Matthew heareth and seeth Jesus, and he followeth him, (Matt. 9:9). The more that Mary Magdalene followeth and loveth, the more she knoweth and seeth the ex​cellency of Christ, (John 20:1-14, compared with verses 17,18).”

1323. What is Rutherford’s eighth position?

Answer. “When the desires are natural, then hea​venly objects are desired and sorrowed for in a natural way.”

1324. Is it all one for the saints to desire bread and for the unregenerate to desire bread?

Answer. No. “When the desires are spiritual, earthly objects are desired in a spiritual way—even bread, as it savoureth of Christ, (Matt. 6:9, compared with verses 11,12).”

1325. What is Rutherford’s ninth position?

Answer. “The believer saith, ‘If the creature will go along with me to my Father’s house, welcome; if not, what then? There I must lodge, though gold refuse to go with me.’”

1326. How far does God follow a sanctified will in his goodness to us?

Answer. “God keeps pace with a sanctified will in satisfying, when the will keeps pace with God in acting, longing, and desiring.”

1327. What is the first example of God’s “keeping pace” with the sanctified will in its holy desires?

Answer. He promises and bestows life upon all those who desire it—whosoever will.

1328. What is the second example of God’s “keeping pace” with the sanctified will in its holy desires?

Answer. Our saviour asserts that to whosoever asks or only thirsts for the water of life, he shall give it to them.

1329. What is the third example of God’s “keeping pace” with the sanctified will in its holy desires?

Answer. He promises the fear of the Lord and the knowledge of God to all who cry and lift up their voices for them.

1330. What is the fourth example of God’s “keeping pace” with the sanctified will in its holy desires?

Answer. “God maketh his fullness in giving, far beyond our narrowness in seek​ing: ‘He is able to do,’ (this is as much as ‘he is willing to do,’ Rom. 11:23; Jude 24,) ‘exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to the power that worketh in us.’ (Eph. 3:20.)”

1331. What is necessary that our thoughts may in any due measure be comprehensive of such things as God and heaven?

Answer. “Only glorified thoughts, not thoughts graced only, are comprehensive in any due measure, of God—of heaven.”

1332. How do our prayers relate to our desires?

Answer. “Broad prayers flow from broad desires, nar​row prayers from niggard and narrow hearts.”

1333. When shall our prayer be wide & deep?

Answer. “Prayer bottomed on deep and broad hunger, and extreme pain of love-sickness for Christ, and great pinching poverty of spirit, must be in proportion wide and deep.”

1334. Is it because Christ is unwilling to bestow, that we receive such little grace?

Answer. No. “We are propor​tioned in our spiritual capacities but for drops of grace: Christ is disposed to give grace as a river.”

1335. Do we ask too much when we seek corn, wine, & oil from God?

Answer. No, for “he is more willing to give great things than small things,” and would gladly give those things that are so much better for us.

1336. How are men’s desires too carnal, and thus not for those things that God is willing to give?

Answer. “Men’s desires run upon removal of the sword, peace, protection, plenty, trafficking, peaceable seas, liberties of parliament, sub​jects, peers, cities: little are men’s desires employed in seeking Christ to dwell in the land, and that the temple of the Lord be builded.”

1337. What is wrong with such desires?

Answer. They are “below both the Goodness of the Lord, and spiritual capacity of sanctified affections.”

1338. If God is willing to give more, does he not give at least these temporal things when they are sought?

Answer. “God giveth to carnal men that which their soul lusteth after, but in his wrath.”
