The TRYAL & TRIVMPH of FAITH

By Samuel Rutherfurd
Question Set 21: Sermon 20 

755. Is the Gospel to be distinguished from the Law as commanding to abstain from sin out of love?

Answer. No. "The law from the highest bended love, even from love with all the whole soul, and all its strength, (Matt. 22,) forbiddeth all sin, no less than the gospel of love."

756. Wherein is that love to be differenced, which is required as a motive for abstaining from sin and keeping God's commandments, in the law and in the gospel?

Answer. "The gospel addeth a new argument of gospel love: because Christ hath died for me, therefore I will keep that same law of God I was under before."

757. Is it possible that one should be under the law without having cause to fear actual condemnation by that law?

Answer. Yes. Christ and the confirmed angels obey the law.

758. How do the commanding and condemning powers of the Law differ?

Answer. The commanding power is essential to the law itself, but the condemning power is accidental, and may have a large exception in the case of Christ removing this condemnation by taking it upon himself.

759. How are we to understand the term 'law' as it is used in Romans 7?

Answer. Here the term 'law' is used in a sense in which one may be made free from its power, and is therefore to be understood only "under the notion of that sad office of eternal condemnation."

760. Is the believer to have no conscience of sin, being freed from the condemnation of the law?

Answer. No. "That the believer hath no conscience of sin, that is, that he is to believe there is nothing in him that is sin, is to believe a lie, (1 John 1:8,9)."

761. What is the blasphemous easiness of conscience (of a conscience past feeling) promoted by the Antinomians?

Answer. "That he is to confess no sin, and to be grieved in conscience for no sin, and to sorrow for no sin; that he is to be wearied and laden with no sin,—that he is to groan under the burden of no sin, as failing against the love of him that gave a ransom for him."

762. Though the Gospel does not forbid sorrow for sin, what does it forbid?

Answer. "The gospel forbiddeth sorrow, fear, and agony of conscience, in a believer apprehending eternal wrath; such a one once truly believing in Christ as the Saviour of sinners, and his Saviour, and now believing the contrary, must believe that his Lord is really changed, that he hath forgotten to be merciful, that he hath falsified and altered his covenant, oath, and promise; this were to make God a liar."

763. Though the Gospel does not command of believers such sorrow and fear as apprehends eternal wrath, what sorrow does it command?

Answer. "It commandeth carefulness to forbear clearing of the offender, as being in Christ, and desiring to flee to Christ; indignation against himself, in not forgiving himself, fear of offending love and law in Christ, vehement desire to have peace confirmed, zeal for God, revenge to afflict the soul. (2 Cor. 7:10,11.)"

764. What important gospel truths do we grant to the Antinomians that were never denied by any true Protestant?

Answer. "Believers humbled for sin, are to be taken off all law-thoughts and fear of eter​nal condemnation, and all thoughts that sorrow is a penance, and satisfactory to offended justice, as we are ready to conceit of our evangelic rejoicing, and holiest works."

765. For what three reasons ought the believer to have no peace with his own conscience, though he have peace with God?

Answer. "(1) Because I may be persuaded, that God in Christ hath forgiven me; yet am I not to forgive myself. (2) I am to believe, that in Christ I am delivered from eternal wrath, and justified in Christ; and yet, to sorrow that I have sinned against Christ's love. (3) I may have peace, sense of peace, and pardon in Christ; and yet a necessary unquietness, sorrow, and tears, that I should have been so unthankful to so lovely a Redeemer."

766. What scripture example fully proves that one ought to sorrow for sin out of love to Christ, though the very same sins be all forgiven?

Answer. "Christ did commend the woman's tears, as a sign of love, and of the sense of many sins pardoned, 'Thou gavest me no water for my feet;' but 'she hath washed my feet with tears.' (Luke 7:44.) Yet many sins were for​given her, (verse 47)."

767. What two things are concluded about this matter?

Answer. "I may, First, believe the remission of that sin for which I am to sorrow, and for the remission of which I am to pray, and which I am to confess…. (2.) We may comfort those that mourn for sin, from assurance of pardon, and yet exhort them to be humbled and afflicted in spirit, and to confess, sorrow, and pray for pardon."

768. How do many avoid the storms of apprehended wrath before or without justification?

Answer. They dare not question their state of justification, but presume it, and flatter themselves in their presumption.

769. What two things may be noted about the estate of a believer after justification in the first case of conscience?

Answer. (1) Then the storm of conscience is free and ingenuous, not motivated by any servile spirit, but by sin as sin. (2) It is impossible that this storm be in the soul until after justification, "as none can have the moved bowels of a son for the offence of a father, till he be a son."

770. What second case of conscience is to be considered?

Answer. Many have an absolute calmness and confidence as to their estate, and think well of it, yet no tenderness to walk spiritually. Their faith eats out the bowels of conscience, as the justification of the Antinomians and old Gnostics, which is that sought and trusted in by the natural man.

771. What is the third case of conscience resolved?

Answer. As in the Scripture the peace, joy, and full assurance of the justified is consistent with their complaints and cries against indwelling sin, so those who are 'justified' like the Antinomians, not sick, not pained, etc. are "yet in their sins, and not justified, whatever Antinomians say on the contrary."

772. What is the fourth case of conscience resolved?

Answer. "Gracious affections, as gracious, may work spiritually upon supposed and false grounds, when there is no cause,—as, that the soul hath grieved his heavenly Father, and that he is displeased, when it is not so."

773. What is the fifth case of conscience resolved?

Answer. "There is more cause of sorrow for sin, confession, unquietness of spirit after justification, than before; because sin, the only true object of fear and disquietude of spirit, is both a guest dwelling in the soul, and is more really and distinctly apprehended as a spiritual evil, after the light of faith hath shown us the sinfulness of sin, than ever it was discovered to be before."

774. What is the sixth case of conscience considered?

Answer. "I doubt, if justified souls are to be refuted in their complaints and fears, for the indwelling of sin."

775. What is the seventh case of conscience resolved?

Answer. "Faith chargeth us to believe that grace shall, at length, finally subdue sin. And, as boatmen labour with oars, to promote their course in sailing, even when wind, sails, and tide are doing somewhat to promote the course; so doth faith, which purifieth the heart, set the soul on work 'to perfect holiness in the fear of God,' and believeth also, that God shall work both to will and to do."

776. What conclusion is to be made form these various cases of conscience?

Answer. "It is not then good physic for many exercised in conscience, especially after their first conversion, to apply only the honey and sweetness of consolations of the gospel, as if there were not any need of humilia​tion, and sorrow for sin."

777. What two things are yet to be cleared?

Answer. (1) It must ever be remembered that sorrow for sin is no satisfaction for sin; and, (2) Those are to be tenderly bound-up and comforted who are under a great sense of their own sinfulness and take sin itself to be their hell, complaining of it in this life.
