The TRYAL & TRIVMPH of FAITH

By Samuel Rutherford
Question Set 10: Sermons 13, Part 1.

351. What is the first privileged mercy of the Jews?

Answer. "The Jew is the elder brother, and the native heir of Christ. Christ is of their blood and house. (Rom. 1:2,3, and 9:3.) They were Christ's first bride."

352. What is the second privileged mercy of the Jews?

Answer. "The catholic Covenant of Grace made with the great sister, the Church Universal, was first laid down in pawn in their hand." They were first to receive the free grace of God in a church-way.

353. What is the third privileged mercy of the Jews?

Answer. Christ acted the whole gospel in the Jewish flesh. "A born Jew redeemed the lost world, offered a sacrifice to God for sinners: a born Jew is heir of all things, is exalted a prince to guide and rule all, and shall judge men and angels."

354. What is the fourth privileged mercy of the Jews?

Answer. "The Lord Christ, in the flesh, was first offered to them; they had the first gospel-love, (Matt. 10:5,6; Acts 13:46)."

355. What is the fifth privileged mercy of the Jews?

Answer. "The oracles of God were committed to them, (Romans 3:1; 9:4); the testator Christ's written will, was in their keeping."

356. What is the sixth privileged mercy of the Jews?

Answer. "God was their first crowned King. He gave Ethiopia, and Egypt, and Zeba, a ransom for them, and was their law​giver."

357. What is the seventh privileged mercy of the Jews?

Answer. "Every male child among the Jews did bear somewhat of Christ in his flesh, (Col. 2:11,) when all the world was without Christ."

358. What is the eighth privileged mercy of the Jews?

Answer. "Their land was Christ's by a special typical right. God saith of it, 'It is my land.' Christ was their sovereign landlord, and they the great King's freeholders."

359. What is the ninth privileged mercy of the Jews?

Answer. "The Lord never dwelt in a house made with hands, in a temple, as amongst them, having special respect to the true Temple, Jesus Christ, (John 2:19)."

360. What is the first use we ought to make of this truth?

Answer. We must pray our elder sister home to Christ. "There is a day when 'ten men shall take hold, out of all nations, of the skirt of a Jew, saying, We will go with you; we have heard that God is with you.' (Zech. 8:23.)"

361. What is the second use we ought to make of this truth?

Answer. Covenanted Nations have cause for happiness and thankfulness to God in their three-fold relation to Christ, being (1) his public martyrs and witnesses, (2) a people whose God is the Lord by solemn covenant, and (3) a people honoured of God to build up his temple through the reformation of religion.

362. What is the third use we ought to make of this truth?

Answer. We must be ashamed for our sins, in that, as the Jews had the morning-market of Christ and would not pay the rent of the vineyard to the Lord thereof, so we have despised and abused his Gospel, so that he has now sent forth his 'officers' to take his rent from us.

363. What is the first reason why the redeemed of the Lord are called 'sheep'?

Answer. Because, as sheep, being passive creatures, can do little for themselves, so it is with believers in the work of their salvation.

364. What is the first thing in the salvation of believers, which they have not of themselves?

Answer. Believers have no knowledge in themselves of the way of salvation, any more than sheep, and so must be taught and led.

365. What might be supposed in 'leading' that is not so in the redeemed?

Answer. Leading may suppose some willingness; but we must be drawn: "No man can come to me, except the Father draw him," (John 6:44). "Draw me, we will run after thee." (Cant. 1:4.)

366. What word of special grace denotes more than teaching, leading, and drawing?

Answer. "Leaning: 'Who is this that cometh up from the wilderness, leaning upon her Beloved?' (Cant. 8:5.)"

367. What word denotes yet more concerning the grace of God?

Answer. "Bearing: when the good shepherd hath found the lost sheep, 'He layeth it on his shoulders with joy.' (Luke 15:5.) 'Hearken to me, O house of Jacob, and all the remnant of the house of Israel, which are born (by me) from the belly and carried from the grey hairs:' (Isa. 46:3:) So also, 'God beareth them on eagles' wings.' (Deut. 32:11.) Grace, grace is a noble guide and tutor."

368. What is the second reason why the redeemed of the Lord are called 'sheep'?

Answer. "The life of sheep, is the most dependent life in the world: no such dependent creatures as sheep: all their happiness is the goodness, care, and wisdom of their shepherd; wolves, lions, leopards, need none to watch over them."

369. What may be said of the 'habit of grace' that is inherent in a believer?

Answer. Even this "is a creature, and no inde​pendent thing; and so, in its creation, in its preserva​tion, it dependeth on Christ."

370. What is the third reason why the redeemed of the Lord are called 'sheep'?

Answer. "Sheep are docile creatures. 'My sheep hear my voice; I know them, and they follow me.' (John 10:27.)"

371. How do believers know Scripture to be the word of God?

Answer. (1) "The instinct of grace knoweth the voice of the Beloved amongst many voices, (Cant. 2:8). And this discerning power is in the subject." (2) "There is another power in the object…. To the new creature, there is in Christ's word some character, some sound of heaven, that is in no voice in the world, but in his only: in Christ represented to a believer's eye of faith, there is a shape, and a stamp of divine majesty: no man knoweth it but the believer; and in heaven and earth Christ hath not a marrow [match] like himself."

372. What is the fourth reason why the redeemed of the Lord are called 'sheep'?

Answer. "Sheep are simple: fancy leadeth them much, therefore they are straying creatures. (Isa. 53:6; Psalm 119:176; 1 Peter 2:25.) There is nothing of the notion of death, or of another life in the fancy of sheep; a mouthful of green grass carrieth the sheep on upon a pit, and the mouth and teeth of lions and wolves."

373. If believers be such dependent creatures, what error of the libertines and Antinomians is thus refuted?

Answer. They teach "that the soul need not go out to Christ, for fresh supply, but is acted by the spirit inhabiting and dwelling in us: also, that it is the way of the law, not of the gospel, that we act in the strength of Christ."

374. How, first, are these principles against the gospel?

Answer. "We are commanded to pray, even the sons who in faith call God, 'Our Father which is in heaven; lead us not into temptation;' which God doth no other way, than by giving us new supply of grace to actual resistance. And Christ will have us to pray, 'Lord, increase our faith.'…"

375. How, secondly, are these principles against the gospel?

Answer. "It is against Christ's intercession, whose it is to keep the faith of the saints from falling, (Luke 22:32,) and who 'finisheth our faith,' (Heb. 12:2,) 'confirmeth us to the end,' (1 Cor. 1:8,) advocateth for new grace, (1 John 2:1,2,) 'appeareth in the presence of God for us,' (Heb. 9:24).

376. How, thirdly, are these principles against the gospel?

Answer. "This cannot stand with the promise of perse​verance, made in the covenant of grace, (Jer. 32:40,41; Isa. 59:21-24; Ezek. 36:27; John 6:39,40; and 4:13,14)."

377. How, fourthly, are these principles against the gospel?

Answer. They contradict "the faith of persuasion of perseverance, (Rom. 8:38,39; Jude 24,25; Psalm 23:6; 2 Tim. 4:18)."

378. How, fifthly, are these principles against the gospel?

Answer. "This must infer, either that the regenerate do not, and cannot sin, by not believing and persevering in faith, and perfecting holiness in the fear of God, (which is blasphemy); or that the saints may finally fall from grace; or that the use of grace, and willing and doing in the saints, is not of, or from confirming and assisting grace."

379. How, sixthly, are these principles against the gospel?

Answer. "This putteth our stock of grace in our own hand: as if Christ did literally only reveal to us the way to heaven, and leave it to our own free will, to guide well or ill."

380. What is the first use to be made of these things?

Answer. We must reject the doctrine of the Antinomians which concludes that "we are to thank Christ for beginning in the spirit, and to thank ourselves that we go on, and grow in grace, or end not in the flesh."

381. What is the first consideration that Mr. Rutherford now proposes?

Answer. Faith is both active and passive so as not only to eye Christ as pardoning, but also, as an agent, to join in with Christ and the will to actively purify the heart.

382. What is the second consideration that Mr. Rutherford now proposes?

Answer. Deserted souls not conscious of the reflex acts of believing and longing for Christ, think themselves apostates, when they are advancing in their way.

383. When we are under desertion and have no "acts of feeling, joy, self-delight in the actual beholding of Christ," what other "wheels" are yet moving?

Answer. "(1.) Humble and base thoughts of himself. (2.) Broad and large thoughts of Christ, and his grace. (3.) Hunger and longing for Christ. (4.) Self-diffidence is much. (5.) Care and love-sickness: 'Saw you him whom my soul loveth?' is vehement. (6.) Sense of sin, and of wants and spiritual poverty, increaseth now. (7.) Sense of the misery of the combat, is much more than before: 'O miserable man that I am!' (8.) Believing under hope, and against hope, is strongest now. (9.) There is more tenderness and humble fear now than before. (10.) A stronger resolution to entertain Christ more kindly, when he shall return again in his fullness of presence. (11.) Sorrow, that remembering, he said, 'My head is full of dew, and my locks with the drops of the night,' (Cant. 5:6,) yet the sleeping soul kept him at the door."

384. What is the third consideration that Mr. Rutherford now proposes?

Answer. "We are to adore that dispensation, which will have us not stepping one foot to heaven, but upon grace, and upon grace's charges."

385. What is the second use to be made of these things?

Answer. We must make use of the Law as those dependent upon Christ to be reconciled to the law and made to say, "O how love I thy law!"
