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Question Set 30: Sermon 23
1047. What is the first sort of doubting that is opposed to the faith of the regenerate?

Answer. "A natural doubting; and, as all popery is natural and carnal, so this strangeness of affection by which men are unkind to Christ, and never persuaded of God’s favour in Jesus Christ, argueth the party to be under the law, and not in Christ."

1048. What other sinful principle, ironically, may yet stand with this doubting?

Answer. Presumption—"A moral false persuasion, that natural men have all of them, till their conscience be wakened, that they shall be saved."

1049. What is the second sort of doubting that is opposed to the faith of the regenerate?
Answer. "There is an occasional doubting that riseth by starts upon wicked men, out of an evil conscience of sin, but it vanisheth as a cloud; as in Pharaoh’s confession, 'I and my people have sinned.' This argueth a law-spirit, rising and falling asleep again."

1050. What is the third sort of doubting that is opposed to the faith of the regenerate?

Answer. "There is a final doubting of despair, like the doom passed on the condemned malefactor; as in Cain, (Gen. 4:13,14;) in Saul, (1 Sam. 28:15,16)."

1051. What is the fourth sort of doubting that is opposed to the faith of the regenerate?

Answer. Doubtings in the believers, which, though opposed to the faith of the regenerate, may yet be in a man that is regenerate.

1052. How is this sin called a "godly sin" or "gracious sin"?

Answer. Not because it is either godly or gracious, but because it has its relation to godly and gracious persons, so that it is not possible that any but a regenerate man could be guilty of such doubting.

1053. Though this doubting is an ill thing, how may it be a good sign when found in a believer?

Answer. The discovery thereof argues the strength of life of grace within the soul, that exposes and wars against such doubtings.

1054. What ought to happen when a believer finds himself fallen into incest, murder, or some other heinous sin?

Answer. It is lawful and necessary that his affections be stirred and show some tenderness of love and softness of heart to his offended heavenly Father.

1055. When does his response cease to be lawful and become sinful?

Answer. When he doubts of any reconciliation to God, and thinks that the Lord has changed, and that he has forgotten to be merciful.

1056. Does such doubting infallibly prove that a man is under the Covenant of Works still?

Answer. No.—"The contrary rather, that grace sitteth and bordereth with this doubting; and so, that the person is under grace, not under the law."

1057. What scripture example proves that even strong and experienced Christians may fall foully in this point?

Answer. Moses, who though great in meekness, much like Christ, yet fell most foully in this very point on a particular occasion.

1058. Who else in Scripture proved "weaker than himself" in that which was his strongest grace?

Answer. "Job, by the testi​mony of the Holy Ghost, is patient; “ye have heard of the patience of Job.” And, (chap. 3,) we have heard of the cursing passion of Job, also."

1059. What is the smallest measure of [saving] faith?

Answer. "The smallest measure of Faith. The minimum quod sic, is sincere adherence to Christ."

1060. Besides that averseness to quit Christ & give up with him, that may be found in natural spirits, what else is necessary to constitute this "sincere adherence to Christ"?

Answer. "But there is in the believer some positive adherence under, or with the negative, by which there is a power of love and kindness, making the soul to cleave to Christ."

1061. What is needed for those who are weak in the faith?

Answer. Charity: for Christ says he will not break them and it is most wicked if we will do so.

1062. With what first may the smallest measure of faith consist?

Answer. "Much ignorance of God, as it was with the be​lieving disciples, who… were ignorant of great points of faith, as of Christ's death, (Matt. 16:21,22,) and of his resurrection, (John 20:9)."

1063. With what secondly may the smallest measure of faith consist?

Answer. "So there be great faintings and doubtings, when a storm ariseth, and the soul is a-sinking, (Matt. 8:25-27; Matt. 14.30)."

1064. What are the causes of fainting, that occur in both strong and weak faith?

Answer. (1) "The want of the influence of mercy, and of stirring or exciting grace." (2) "Fear of wrath may cause distraction, and hanging of mind, and uncertainty, [even] where there is strong faith." (3) "The dependence of faith will faint, when Christ withdraweth love, though he inflict no anger."

1065. With what thirdly may the smallest measure of faith consist? (mis-numbered in some editions)?

Answer. Lack of the exercise of life: "A soul dead in himself, and that cannot put out faith in acts, for want of light and comfort, is a weak faith."

1066. With what fourthly may the smallest measure of faith consist?

Answer. A seeming smallness in the man's own apprehension.

1067. What is the first point that must be noted concerning the perceived weakness of one's faith?

Answer. In desertions, there is the most of faith, with the least sense of faith.

1068. What is the second point that must be noted concerning the perceived weakness of one's faith?

Answer. Often those in a suffering condition are dead and unbelieving to their own sense, when yet they are far from being so in point of fact.

1069. Why is it that more is said of a passive faith, than of an active faith, in Hebrews 11?

Answer. "The reason is, suffer​ing is a loss of being and well-being. Those who, by doing, give away their evil-being for Christ, and crucify their lusts for him, are dear to him; but such as die for Christ, they give away both being and well-being."

1070. Why were Moses and Paul, in a manner, content to go to hell?

Answer. Because they "believed that God’s glory in saving the people of God, was to be preferred to their eternal being and well-being."

1071. What is the third point that must be noted concerning the perceived weakness of one's faith?

Answer. "The faith that is weak, in regard of intention of degrees, may be a great faith, in regard of extension."—It may yet be constant, though it is constantly weak.

1072. In what three things may this constancy consist, though there be a weakness of faith?

Answer. "(1) His natural capacity to believe God will feed him: And, (2) In his civil relations, as a father, son, servant, magistrate. (3) In his spiritual condition, in the duties of the first table; in all which capacities we are to walk by faith."

1073. What remains when a believer is at the lowest condition of the weakest faith that can be?

Answer. “Some fire and coal of love and faith there is, and some smoking, though little fire, and possibly we can​not give it a name. Yet if the just live by faith, there must be some measure of faith; some smoking of love to Christ; some discerning of an ill condition.”

1074. Though the man truly dead can have no reflex act of faith, to know that he is dead, what has the believer in his lowest condition?

Answer. “The believer can say, at his low​est condition, ‘I sleep, but my heart waketh; (Cant. 5:1,) and he who saith, ‘Lord, quicken me,’ (Psalm 119,) must say, ‘Lord, I am dead:’ yet to say, ‘Lord, quicken me,’ and to feel and know deadness, are acts of the life of grace.”

1075. Can there be any truth in a believer’s saying that “in hell he would love Christ”?

Answer. Yes. “In such a pain and sad condition of suffering as the damned are in, (sin, despair, or God’s hating of them excepted,) saints can believe and love Christ, (Psalm 22:1,) at least, desire to have leave to love Christ; for the evil of sin may, the evil of punishment cannot quench the love of Christ.”

1076. Can a true believer, though he fall not finally, ever fall totally, so as to lose all interest in Jesus Christ and the inheritance of heaven?

Answer. No. “The weakest of believers, at his lowest ebb, keepeth the reversion of Christ. He may, by some grievous sin, be under such a terrible desertion, as to put the inheritance of heaven to a too great hazard of being lost, and in appearance, and in his own sense, and in the sense of many, all is gone; yet then, to say nothing of the invisible chain of God’s unchangeable decree of election, which the strongest arms of devils and hell cannot break, there is fire under the embers,—sap and life in the root of the oak tree.”

1077. What is the commandment of God respecting such a one?

Answer. “Destroy it not, for there is a blessing in it.”

1078. What is the first thing that a believer should do when he finds himself in such a condition?

Answer. He must keep that alive which Christ has left. If Christ hath left off to stir up his heart to holy affections, then it is his duty to stir his heart within him, seeking and longing for Christ’s return.

1079. When there is no feeling of any work of sanctification, how may the believer “keep warm the seat that Christ was in”?

Answer. “By some spiritual meditations, as to consider, what kind of love it is that Christ hath be​stowed on sinners, for that he loved his own before he died for them, his love being the cause why he died for them; and still, after the purchased redemption, he loveth them, and intercedeth for them up at the right hand of God.”

1080. How does Rutherford hold forth the love of Christ to us, that we may be more taken with and brought unto a deeper reverence and thankfulness for that love whereby he loved each of us his elect in particular?

Answer. “And suppose we that there were need that Christ should die twice, or four times, or an hundred, or millions of times, and that he had ten thousand millions of lives, and that our sins should have required that he should first die for one believer, and then die again the second time for another, and then the third time for another;—and so that he must, for every several elect person, have died a several death; love, love should have put him upon all these deaths willingly.”

1081. How much love then ought the believer to have towards Christ?

Answer. If the believer had so many loves for Christ as there are elected men and angels, yet such is too little for Christ; he shall forever be in debt to the infinite love of Christ Jesus.

1082. What is the second thing that a believer should do when he finds himself in such a condition?

Answer. “He may turn over in his mind all the pro​mises; and the literal revolution of them in the mind, though it be but a deed or act of the understanding and memory, may cast fire on the affections, in which there resideth a habit of grace: though there be no fire in the bellows, yet blowing with the bellows may waken up, and kindle fire in the hearth where there is little.”

1083. What is the third thing that a believer should do when he finds himself in such a condition?

Answer. “When faith is weakest, and the soul under a winter and a dead eclipse, it is fit to keep the heart in a passive frame of receiving of him again; as to sorrow for sin, and to put to the door un-repented sins; as when the king goeth abroad, to sweep the chamber for his return.”

1084. What is the fourth thing that a believer should do when he finds himself in such a condition?

Answer. “When the Church is in bed sleeping, yet she is charged to open, (Cant. 5:2). To weep at the noise of Christ’s knock, when you cannot rise, is somewhat.”

1085. What is the fifth thing that a believer should do when he finds himself in such a condition?

Answer. “Especially Christ sleepeth least, when his child is in a high fever; love watcheth then most at the bed-side.”
