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Question Set 34: Sermon 25
1202. What sort of word is it that Jesus speaks to this woman, when saying, “Be it unto thee as thou wilt”?

Answer. It is a creative word—a word of omnipotency.

1203. What are the several effects of this omnipotent word, as they are known by scripture examples?

Answer. (1) The casting out of devils. (2) The healing of diseases. (3) It has power to command death. (4) It has power to command life. (5) It has power over Nothing, to bring forth something. (6) It has a perfect and complete power over all creatures, to compel all things to yield obedience to the providential will of God. The obediential power of every being, as being, must yield to this command.

1204. If it is asked, what puts all the creatures to such an immediate response to the command of God, what may be answered?

Answer. The presence of the Lord, the God of Jacob, demands such fear and reverence, as in Psalm 114.

1205. Is this obediential power any new quality created in the creature, different from its being?

Answer. No. By this power, God may “use the creature to infinite effects of omnipotency,”—all different, yet, it is the same power of the creature, the same being yielding to God’s purpose and decree in every event.

1206. Where was this obediential power first found?

Answer. In that Mother-nothing, out of which God created all things.

1207. Where else may this obediential power be found today, besides in those creatures created?

Answer. In that Mother-nothing of all things not created, from which God, according to his omnipotency, could yet create all those things that he has not willed to create.

1208. What is the first thing spoken of that yields obedience to the divine will through such a non-repugnancy to hear and obey God?

Answer. Sin: “Omnipotency of strong grace can speak to sin, which none can do, but God: ‘I said to thee, when thou wast in thy blood, live.’ (Ezek. 16:6.)”

1209. What is the second thing spoken of that yields obedience to the divine will through such a non-repugnancy to hear and obey God?

Answer. Mere Nothing: “Mere nothing is a servant to Omnipotency. He sendeth his mandate or statute of heaven to mere nothing; and darkness, as the sergeant and pursuivant of God, must send out light, by virtue of a creating mandate, (2 Cor. 4:6).”

1210. What is the third thing spoken of that yields obedience to the divine will through such a non-repugnancy to hear and obey God?

Answer. All Creatures: “Every creature is under the awe of Omnipotency, and dare not without (as it were) a written and signed ordinance and statute of the Al​mighty, exercise their natural operations.”

1211. What is the fourth thing spoken of that yields obedience to the divine will through such a non-repugnancy to hear and obey God?

Answer. Creatures, as instruments acting above and contrary to their own nature: “There is a power obediential in creatures, to be instruments, that can be elevated above, and contrary to their nature, to miracles; as clay to be a plaister to blind eyes, to make them see, whereas clay can put out seeing eyes.”

1212. What is the fifth thing spoken of that yields obedience to the divine will through such a non-repugnancy to hear and obey God?

Answer. Nature, yielding herself to be changed or suspended according to the purpose of God: “By this power, whereas nature must have time and hours to work, yet nature followeth the swift pace of Omnipotency. The fever departeth from Peter’s mother-in-law in an instant.”

1213. What is the sixth thing spoken of that yields obedience to the divine will through such a non-repugnancy to hear and obey God?

Answer. Creatures, as under a command to let loose their being: “By this power, creatures creep into nothing, when God commandeth them so to do. God putteth his arm to the heaven, and shaketh it, and the hangings, pillars, walls, plenishing of the house of heaven and earth, are all dissolved.”

1214. What is the first use to be made of this doctrine?

Answer. “It is comfort to the believer that all things are possible. Faith hath Omnipotency at its service.”

1215. What is the second use to be made of this doctrine?

Answer. We must be convinced and convicted of our own insignificancy and impotency. It is but little we can do, whatsoever earthly advantages we may have.

1216. Wherein is contrasted the word of the Lord and the word of man?

Answer. “The word of the Almighty is his deed also; ‘He spake, and it was done, he commanded, and it stood fast;’ (Psalm 33:9;) for he himself spake, and it was. The Lord’s word giveth being to things; by the contrary, men’s deeds are nothing but words.”

1217. Of what worth are the actions of men?

Answer. “Their acts are of as little worth, and reality, as the airing out, or breathing forth of words.”

1218. What regard ought we then to have for men in all of their boasted purposes?

Answer. “Be not afraid of clay, (Isaiah 51:12).”

1219. What is the third use to be made of this doctrine?

Answer. “If the Lord’s word create the being of things, then are we to conceive of him, as of an inde​pendent sovereign,” whereas, we often “forget this, and worship a de​pendent God.”

1220. Where was King Jeroboam’s error in this point?

Answer. Jeroboam thought that God was dependent upon the wisdom and devices of men as his means of fulfilling the promises that he had made to Jeroboam.

1221. Where was Caiaphas’ error in this point?

Answer. He thought that the best means for preserving the place and nation of Israel, which God had given them, was to murder the Lord of glory himself.

1222. Where did the most part of Rutherford’s day err in this point?

Answer. To more and more, it seemed that compliance with Prelates, Sectarians, or other enemies of the cause of Christ was necessary to preserve the Reformation of the Church.

1223. Where was King Charles’ error in this point?

Answer. He thought he could not be preserved safe in his monarchy, unless he be suffered to play the tyrant, looking to the policy of man, rather than to the blessing of God.

1224. In what are we too careful?

Answer. “We are too wickedly careful how God shall acquit himself in his office of governing the world.”

1225. Who is it that has preserved the world and the church, according to his holy will, until this day, and shall preserve them unto the end?

Answer. God only. [See the last few paragraphs of Dr. Luther’s Treatise Against the Antinomians.]

1226. When also, does the church evidence her looking upon God as a dependent God, in her complaints?

Answer. When she that he has forgotten her, and thinks that because she walks in darkness and has no sense of his love, therefore he loves her not: “But his unchangeable love de​pends not on the ebbing and flowing of your transient, and up and down sense: in this, you worship a dependent God.”

1227. Why is it that we ought not to conceive of God as depending upon some certain means to accomplish his design?

Answer. “There is no rule without God to regulate him, or yet to straighten him in his walking.”

1228. What sort of means ought we to expect that God will use in reforming his church?

Answer. Such as will “cast a blot on, and pro​fane the pride of all glory, (Isa. 23:9,) and suffer Parliaments, Assemblies, armies, councils of war, statesmen, the godly, the princes, judges, pastors, men of wisdom, learning, eloquence, parts, to miscarry in this great service against Babylon, [so as] to cry down the creature’s garland, and the rose of their eminency, that when all spots of sacrilege and idol-confidence in men are washed off the work, the Lord only may be exalted.”

1229. What is the greatest point of wisdom to which we can hope to arrive.

Answer. To suffer God to be wise for us.

1230. Where do the Antinomians err in this point?

Answer. The Antinomians hold the perfection of Christ’s grace in pardoning, to be dependent upon a real removal of sin, root & branch, contrary to the Gospel; and they regard the author of the Gospel as dependent upon their wild misconstructions and misinterpretations of scripture, as the necessary means to promoting a gospel that is truly gives all glory to God in salvation.

1231. What other errors in this point are we all guilty of spinning out of our heads?

Answer. “Yea, how many connections of Providence do we spin and twist out of our own head?—as, How happy had we been, if the king had remained with the parliament, to countenance it! Yea, but rather how unhappy; for our reformation had been as an untimely birth, if so it had been.”

1232. What is the fourth use to be made of this doctrine?

Answer. “All of us have need of a devil, one or other, to exercise and humble us: but we go wrong to work, when we think to make good our party against the devil by our own strength.”

1233. How did this woman in our text go about fighting the devil?

Answer. She would not go about it but with the help of Christ?

1234. How well may we do on our own in opposing Satan?

Answer. “You shall not dispute Satan to hell with all your logic; nor can policy and state-wit calm the Prince of the bottomless pit, who is let loose now in these three kingdoms to kill with the sword.”

1235. What does Rutherford propose as the best mean for attaining peace in his day?

Answer. “More wrestling by prayer, the putting of Satan in Christ’s grips, by faith effectual, by love, and sincere humiliation, should create peace; for peace is a work of creation.”

1236. Why do we lie bleeding and dying under our lusts?

Answer. Because Christ was not entrusted with our mortification.
