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Question Set 20: Sermon 19, List 3. 

727. What do Antinomians such as Dr. Crispe say about sins that have been taken away by Christ's blood?

Answer. They say that these are "no sins of the saints," as though Christ had taken away not only the punishment and guilt of sin, but also the very thing itself.

728. When do the Antinomians concede the whole question?

Answer. "When Antinomians confess that Christ acted no sin, so that in respect of the act (the sinful act against the law of God must be here understood), not one sin of the believ​er's is Christ's, but only in respect of passing accounts from one head to another. This is all the truth we here plead for; because the act (or somewhat answer​able to that) done against the spiritual law of God is sin itself, and essentially sin."

729. What else is there in sin besides this act done against the spiritual law of God?

Answer. Nothing "but the debt, guilt, or obligation of sin."

730. How does the scripture expound the phrase "laying our sins upon Christ"?

Answer. The scripture expounds this only as God's punishing of Christ for our sins, as in Isaiah 53:4, "Surely he hath borne our griefs, and carried our sorrows: yet we did esteem him stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted."

731. What is the "cause and formal reason, why Christ did bear our griefs and carry our sorrows"?

Answer. Because, "the Lord laid on him the iniquity of us all," which is asserted in a forensic sense, the scripture still calling it our iniquity, and asserting that Christ "did no sin," (1 Pet. 2.22.)

732. How was Christ cursed when he "became a curse for us"?

Answer. "Not intrinsically. God is never said to hate his Son Christ, nor to abhor him, as he doth sin, which personally resideth in the man who acteth sin in his own person; therefore the Lord's forsaking of Christ his Son, is not an intrinsical detesting, or a moral abhorring of Christ, but an extrinsical, a penal, or a judicial sus​pending of the beams and rays (as Cyril saith), or the overclouding of his favour, in the comfortable shining on the soul of his own Son."

733. If the Antinomians will deny that Christ is a sinner only by way of imputation, what must they then do?

Answer. Then they must "show to us, how a person is made sin, or accounted the sinner, and yet, is neither a sinner, by inherent and personal acting of sin, nor yet by law-imputation."

734. What blasphemy do the Antinomians run into by seeking to maintain this point?

Answer. They will make Christ to have sinned intrinsically in us, as we sinned intrinsically in Adam, by asserting that sin is as really passed over upon Christ as we are real sinners in Adam.

735. Who in the old testament typified Christ's bearing of our iniquities by way of imputation?

Answer. Aaron and his sons, who were appointed to bear the iniquity of the congregation. (Lev. 10:17.)

736. What is the sum and meaning of all of those scripture passages which speak of Christ's bearing of our sins, and his being oppressed & afflicted on our behalf?

Answer. "He was exacted, or payment of violence sought of him. Christ was put to a fine, condemned to pay an amercement or forfeit, or Christ was pursued as paymaster and surety for us: the Father pursued Christ's bond, that he should now, at the appointed day, tell down the sum, the great ransom-money of his life for sinners, who were broken men. Justice gave in a broad and large claim against Jesus Christ, in which were written all the sins of the elect; and Christ opened not his mouth, but was dumb as a lamb led to the shambles, and his silence was as much as, 'Lord, I grant, I yield to all the accounts in this sad claim.'"

737. Wherein ought sinners in Christ to be convicted and ashamed in light of what Christ has done for them?

Answer. Though he has so willingly and readily confessed all his surety debt, and submitted to the payment thereof on our behalf, yet we are loathe to confess are sins, and still incline to seek every shift whereby we might justify ourselves.

738. Wherein does verse 12 of Isaiah 53 clearly speak of an imputation of sin to Christ, where there is no actual ill-deserving or wickedness on his part?

Answer. "'He was numbered,' (verse 12,)—he was reputed, and written up in the count amongst thieves: This was mere imputation, he was not a wicked man indeed."

739. What must be noted about those sayings of our theologians, which assert that Christ has taken our place to have our condition, and be the sinner.

Answer. This is meant only in a legal sense as in a court of law the advocate takes the place of the client.

740. How is it that, the surety having paid all and made himself free, the debtor is also made free?

Answer. There is only one debt, one bond, one sum, one debtor; the surety having paid his part, this debt is no more debt, and the debtor no more bound, it being all one to law and justice that the debt is paid, regardless of who pays the debt.

741. If Christ has so satisfied for us, and paid our debt, what may faith boldly say?

Answer. "Now, then, there is no condemnation to those that are in Jesus Christ." (Rom. 8.1.)

742. How may faith answer Satan and Conscience when troubled with temptations concerning a debt to God's justice?

Answer. 'I was condemned, I was judged, I was crucified for sin, when my surety, Christ, was condemned, judged, and crucified for my sins; and what would you have more of a man than his life? It was a man's life and soul, my life, that my surety offered up to God for sin, and I have paid all, because my surety hath paid all.'

743. Wherein do Crispe's own words overturn his own position?

Answer. "'Suppose (saith he) a malefactor be asked, Guilty or not guilty? he answereth, Not guilty,—what doth he mean? He meaneth, he hath not done the fact that was laid to his charge.' Then, not to do the fact of sin, to Dr. Crispe, is not to be guilty. Now, I assume, that Jesus Christ did never any sinful fact, as he also confesseth: then Christ was punished for sin, and yet was never guilty of sin. This must be the greatest injustice in the world to punish a man for sin, altogether free of the guilt of sin. Except Antinomians distinguish, with us, between sinful guilt and penal guilt, they shall never expede themselves."

744. What can be said in law, about a debtor and his surety, that cannot be said otherwise?

Answer. Although a debtor and surety may be considered as legally one person, yet they are not so intrinsically.

745. How is sin removed differently by Christ in Justification and Sanctification?

Answer. "In justification formally, Christ only taketh away the punishment of everlasting fire, and eternal condemnation due to sin. But he removeth not sin itself: sin itself is removed in sanctification, and by degrees. Justification taketh the sting out of the serpent, but doth not formally kill the serpent; the serpent is killed by another act of grace, by infused and perfected sanctification."

746. What is Dr. Crispe's gross Antinomian error in asserting that one will "never have quietness of spirit, in respect of sin, till he has received this principle, that it is not the guilt of ini​quity only, but iniquity itself, that the Lord laid on Christ"?

Answer. Here Crispe would have not only that peace and quietness with God that flows from justification in truth, but seeks to set up a doctrine whereby the conscience may be freed from all disquietness on account of sin, even that godly sorrow for sin that is the duty of all believers to exercise until their sanctification be perfected.

747. Why ought not eternal wrath and hell be feared as the greatest evil?

Answer. Because sin, as sin, is a greater evil, and more to be feared than even hell, as hell.

748. What two laudable and commendable acts of disquietness of spirit ought to be exercised by every believer, even though he have confidence of his Justification?

Answer. "(1.) The believer is to have a holy anxiety and care of spirit (I do not call it a troubled conscience) to improve his faith, in believing that Christ will perfect what he hath begun. (2.) He is to be grieved that sin dwelleth in him, and to groan and cry as a captive in fetters, out of the sense of his wretched estate, as Paul doth, (Rom. 7:23,24)."

749. What yet remains as an occasion of sorrow and disquietness in the believer, even when Justification has removed eternal punishment and eternal condemnation for sin?

Answer. "The fundamental, intrinsical, and sinful guilt of sin, which Christ never took on him, and is not removed in justification, but only in the gradual and successive perfection of sanctification."

750. Wherein may the debtor-surety analogy be further developed to explain why and how the believer ought to have peace and quietness of spirit in freedom from eternal wrath, and yet also have some sorrow that sin dwells in him?

Answer. "An ingenuous and honest-hearted debtor is to rejoice and be glad in the goodness and grace of his gracious surety, who hath paid his debt, and never to fear that the law or justice can go against him, to arrest and imprison him for that debt, which is now completely paid by his surety. But if the surety gave his back-bond to pay him service of love, and service of sorrow and remorse, for his injustice and sinful lavishing of his neighbour's goods, which did necessitate his loving surety to hurt himself, and be at a great loss for him; he owes to his surety the debt of love, and disquietness of spirit, insofar as the blot of his wastery, and the shame of his riotous youth, lieth on him all his days."

751. What error of the Antinomians (beside their libertine spirit) leads them to conclude that men ought not have any trouble of mind for sin after Justification?

Answer. Antinomians conceive that sins should only serve as an occasion for sorrow if they are apprehended as unpardoned, which implies that, to them, the greatest, and, in fact, only evil in sin, is that it serves as an occasion for eternal punishment to be inflicted for sin.

752. But if it is true, as the Antinomians argue, that slavish fear and disquietness flowing from a lack of confidence in our freedom from eternal condemnation are the products of unbelief, why then ought the Christian to sorrow?

Answer. "He who is ransomed by Christ, though he can never re​compense the free grace, nor pay a satisfactory ransom for so great and rich a love, he is under a back-bond, or a re-obligation of love, service, and obedience to him that ransomed him. And this law of love and thankfulness is not, as libertines and others conceive, a positive and simply supernatural gospel-obligation; for the law of both nature and nations requires, that the captive be thankful to the ransom payer."

753. What is the justified believer obligated to do on account of this "back-bond and gospel re-obligation"?

Answer. He must "confess sin dwelling in him, to groan, and sigh, and sorrow under it to be troubled and grieved in spirit, for sin as sin dwelling in his members, and rebelling against the law of his mind, and keeping him in bondage; to walk humbly and softly all his days, by reason of the run​ning issue of sin, and to strive by all means to walk worthy of Christ."

754. How do sins pardoned lay a law upon us?

Answer. "Even sins pardoned, as concerning their eternal guilt, by our sovereign physician Christ, in justification, lay a law on us to serve our physician, Christ, in these positive command​ments of obedience, love, sorrow, softness of spirit, with a care to sin no more, though we must needs halt and slip all our days; yet not so to sorrow, as to call in doubt the reality of pardoning grace."
