The TRYAL & TRIVMPH of FAITH

By Samuel Rutherfurd
Question Set 31: Sermon 24
1086. In what sense is our faith our faith?

Answer. “‘THY faith.’” Faith is so Christ's, as the fountain and the cause, that it is ours, as agents moved and acted by Christ.”

1087. What foul error of the Antinomians is opposed to this?

Answer. ‘That there is no inherent righteousness in the saints, and no graces in the souls of believers, but in Christ only.’

1088. What are some scriptural testimonies to the being of inherent grace in believers?

Answer. “The Spirit poured on the dry ground,” (Isa. 44:3); “God’s Spirit put within us,” (Ezek. 36:26,27); “the Spirit of grace and of supplication poured on the house of David,” (Zech. 12:10); “a well within the saints, springing up to life everlasting,” (John 4:14). The Father and the Son, through the operation of grace, take up house in them, (John 14:23). Such a new stock and plant of heaven set in them, as they have the “anointing dwelling in them,” (1 John 2:27), “The seed of God abiding in them,” (1 John 3:9). “Unfeigned faith dwelling in Timothy,” (2 Tim. 1:5). Grace in them, as fire under ashes, (2 Tim. 1:6). And a new “divine nature,” (2 Pet. 1:4). “An inward man,” (2 Cor. 4:16). “Christ in you the hope of glory.” (Col. 1:27.)

1089. Contrary to the error of those who assert that the soul and/or its faculties are destroyed in conversion and replaced by the Holy Ghost, what does scripture warrant us to assert?

Answer. “Christ taketh down old work, and maketh a new building for himself, but the stones are ours, the soul remaining in its powers and operations; the understanding and will remain, but opened, (Luke 24:45; John 21:18; Eph. 1:17,18; Eph. 4:23,24).”

1090. Are those saved by the Sovereign & Free Grace of Jesus Christ merely patients & passive in all of their spiritual activity & good works?

Answer. No. “We are agents… all the moral actions of the renewed are commanded of God…. we are, by grace, to be agents, to purge ourselves, (1 John 3:3,) to run with enlarged hearts in God’s way, (Psalm 119:32,) to stir up, and blow upon grace under ashes, (2 Tim. 1:6;) ‘To walk in Christ as we have received him,’ (Col. 2:6;) ‘To keep ourselves in the love of God,’ (Jude 21).”

1091. If Christ & the Holy Ghost were the only immediate agents in all the actions of the renewed, what blasphemous conclusion would necessarily follow?

Answer. Then all of the moral-evil works and sinful omissions of the regenerate would be the sins of God, which is the doctrine of Antinomians, whether they own it by profession or not.

1092. What use is to be made of this doctrine?

Answer. We must be careful of our stock of grace, not wasting it, but making good use of all the Graces & Gifts of the Spirit of God.

1093. What things are contrary to this duty?

Answer. “There is a wasting of the habit of grace, which is a dangerous thing, (Eph. 4:30). There is a sadding of the Spirit, and a rubbing off of some letters or characters of the broad seal of the Spirit, which is forbidden.”

1094. What must be done to keep in good temper the new creation?

Answer. (1) Rest not while there is any trouble between you and God. (2) Commit yourself to Christ, that he may bear you through and supply your necessities. (3) Deal kindly with Christ, and keep him welcome whensoever he comes. (4) “To be doing good, keepeth the habit of grace in exercise, and in life also; for grace is of the nature of life, and life is preserved by motion, and the frequent operations of life.”

1095. What phrase is used to describe Joseph’s ceasing to restrain his natural affections for his brethren?

Answer. Vatablus notes that in the Hebrew it is, “He could not do violence to himself.”

1096. How may we make application of this to Christ when he makes trial of his own by such temptations as are set before this woman?

Answer. Christ Jesus, being made man, now has the heart & bowels of a man, and that in their natural perfection and strength; so that, to him, it is an even greater violence to himself to restrain his compassion towards his own, than for any man to restrain his natural affections to his dearest relations.

1097. What effects does sin have on the natural faculties of man?

Answer. “Sin blunteth natural faculties, especially such as incline to acts laudable and good—such as are love, compassion to the miserable; and sin boweth, or rather breaketh natural acts that are indifferent in their nature, and farther removed from morality, and maketh them in​tense above nature, sin being a violent thing.”

1098. How do the actions of Christ’s soul with respect to these things stand in contrast with those of sinful men?

Answer. “Christ having strength of sinless reason natural, far above Adam, was strong in the acts of the former kind, and mode​rate in the other; especially, being a High Priest that matcheth us in natural passions, (Heb. 4:15).”

1099. What is it that is declared to us in Christ’s weeping over Jerusalem in Luke 19?

Answer. “Even, in a sympathy, and having these same passions that we have, he wept over Jerusalem, (Luke 19). When they were crying Hosanna to Him, and occasion of joy furnished to him, yet he wept over the city, and spake words of compassion, but broken and imprisoned with sighing and sorrow, “Oh, if thou knew, even thou,” (verses 41,42). Now, what compassion must be in him, when his compassion had such an edge?”

1100. How is this violence of heavenly passion expressed to the people of God under the Old Testament dispensation in the days of Isaiah?

Answer. “O, thou afflicted, tossed with tempest, and not comforted, behold, I will lay thy stones with fair colours, and thy foundations with sapphires.” (Isa. 54:11.) “Comfort ye, com​fort ye my people, saith our God. Speak to the heart of Jerusalem, and cry to her that her warfare is accomplished.” (Isaiah 40:1,2.)

1101. What should the people of God do when they are under such temptations?

Answer. “Tempted ones, wait on, you shall see Christ as Christ, in the end of the day: Christ is well worthy a day’s weeping, and a day’s waiting on.”

1102. How very unlike the bowels of God is our sinful nature?

Answer. “Oh, how rude and inhuman hath sin made our nature! His love who died for us, brake heaven, and rent the two sides of the firmament, as it were, asunder: our Lord descended, and was made a man in all things like us, except sin. But, oh, the first, nay, the doubled summons of Christ’s love is not obeyed. Love crieth—we are deaf; Christ’s love hunteth no other prey but our heart, and he cannot have it.”

1103. What consideration alone should make Christ altogether lovely unto us?

Answer. “Should we suppose that there were in Christ but this one attribute of tender compassion toward his own tempted ones, it should make him altogether lovely to us. For the motion of tender mercy in Christ, upon the supposition of free love that he died for his own, is natural, he having taken a man’s heart to heaven with him, and borrowed nature from us: as our compassionate High Priest, he cannot but pity; mercy acteth as a natural agent in him.”

1104. How does mercy choose its love and love its choice?

Answer. “Mercy chooseth a lover freely, Jacob, not Esau; this man, not that man; the fool, not the wise man; the beggar, not the prince; the servant, not the master; but, having once made choice, it worketh necessarily and eternally.”

1105. Are Christ’s love and tender mercy put to a pause when he tempts, smites, & afflicts his people?

Answer. No. “Christ’s love hath no vacation, no cessation; but when he tempteth, smiteth, afflicteth, & trieth, love and tender mercy work in the dark.”

1106. How did the outward dispensations of God towards his people in Rutherford’s day differ from the bowels of our High Priest?

Answer. “When the sword of the Lord, drunken, swelled, and fatted with blood, is now raging in the three kingdoms, mercy is in our High Priest, and his bowels are rolled within him, though we cannot see Christ’s inner side.”

1107. What would be a great mistake in measuring God’s love toward us?

Answer. “We shall not do well, to make the tempted condition that either the church or a soul is in, the rule of God’s love: God’s fiery dispensation in Zion, or in a soul, in the burning bush, speaketh not always wrath. Make not false commentaries on Christ’s tempting dispensation. Hell is accidental to the love of Christ, and cannot change it. Suppose Christ’s tender mercy were in the midst of the flames of hell, yet there mercy should be mercy, and work as mercy, and not belie itself.”

1108. Has a rod of God ever been laid upon any of his children as satisfactory vengeance?

Answer. None have ever been laid on any of God’s children except Christ.

1109. Was not Christ then, in Rutherford’s day, red in his apparel, and his garments dyed and dipped in blood; he having put on vengeance as a garment, in the three kingdoms?

Answer. “Yes, and for the provocations of England, their unrepented idolatry, superstition, vanity, pride, security, unthankfulness to God, who hath broken the rod of the oppressor, and delivered them from pressures of conscience under Episcopacy, a mass service, and burdensome cere​monies; and for the sins of the king, queen, court, prelates and prophets; the persecuting and killing the witnesses of Christ in Queen Mary’s days, and in the late prelates’ time; and the present injustice, careless and remiss minding religion; and their labouring to spoil the kingdom of Christ of that power that Christ hath given to his people of church discipline, and translating it to their parliament to make church dis​cipline parliament discipline, confounding so the two kingdoms; their tolerating blasphemous sects, some denying the godhead of Christ, some his kingly office to sanctify and govern his people, some his priestly, some his prophetical office; and many other sins of prophets and people, not repented of; and most of these sins, and many others, and especially the breach of the covenant in Scotland.”

1110. What ought such kingdoms to fear?

Answer. They ought to fear yet heavier judgments, and that their calamity is not yet at an end: that one woe is passed, and another cometh.

1111. What do such dispensations of God speak to a nation under them?

Answer. “And I will turn my hand upon thee, and purely purge away thy dross, and take away all thy tin. And I will restore thy judges as at the first, and thy counsellors as at the beginning; afterward thou shalt be called the city of righteousness, the faithful city. Zion shall be re​deemed with judgment, and her converts with righ​teousness.” (Isa. 1:25-27.)

1112. What is it to Christ to make the tears run down the cheeks of his Church for a night?

Answer. It is a night of pain, after which he must bring a day of joy to himself and his church.

1113. Does a lack of the sense of Christ’s love, on the part of his people, speak anything certain as to a non-being or at least small measure of Christ’s love unto them.

Answer. It speaks nothing certain at all as to either of these.

1114. When began Christ’s love to the woman in our text?

Answer. “All Christ’s answers and words to this woman, till now, were but interpretations and proclamations of wrath, and re​jecting of her, as not one of the lost sheep of the house of Israel; a dog under the table, not a child of the house. Love came never above ground till now; yet did Christ’s affection and love yearn upon her all the time.”

