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By Samuel Rutherfurd
Question Set 14: Sermon 16

490. What reason brought Christ as a reason why he ought not heal the woman’s daughter?

Answer. "She, and all her nation, not being in covenant with God, as are the Jews, the church of God, are but dogs, and profane, and unworthy of Christ, which is the bread ordained for the children."

491. What is one way that Christ uses to humble his people?

Answer. He puts us in remembrance of our nation and national sins. He makes us to recall our original: that we are the children of idolaters and are taken of that which is filthy.

492. When Christ humbles us so, what actual sin would he also have us humbled for?

Answer. Forgetting what we are by nature, whereby we add to our guiltiness through a lack of humility that we ought to have, and through a lack of thankfulness for being raised up out of such a low estate.

493. When do National sins have influence in their guilt and contagion on believers?

Answer. "(1) When they mourn not for them: God's displeasure should be our sorrow. (2) When they stand not in the gap to turn away wrath, (Ezek. 22:30)."

494. Of whom is National Repentance required, and how much so?

Answer. "National repentance is required of every one, no less than personal repentance."

495. What two great and contrary works are wrought at once by Christ concerning this woman?

Answer. "(1) He humbleth the believing woman, in reproaching her as a profane dog, unworthy of the children's bread, that the will may be more broken for believing; And (2) He trieth and tempteth her, to see if she can, by reproaches, be taken off from Christ."

496. What makes a broken heart?

Answer. A broken will.

497. After [1st] accounting all of our merit and goodness as uncleanness, and [2nd] breaking our wills, what third thing ought we to do when faced with such a temptation as this woman was?

Answer. "Believe, stick by thy point, that though a dog, yet thou art one of Christ's dogs, and then all is well."

498. What is the best way to break the will?

Answer. "The best way to break the will, is to offer hell, and the coals of everlasting burning to it; yea, and when the soul is humbled, to humble it more."

499. When the Antinomians conclude that a man with a troubled conscience has no need of anything but 'the honey and sweetness of consolations in the gospel,' why might that man yet stand in need of further humiliations and means thereto?

Answer. Because there may yet be a subtle and invisible pride that prevents the man from believing for want of self-worthiness,—which passes the detection of Antinomians who dare not put any Christian to self-examination nor trouble themselves with such 'legal' soul-searchings as might discover such pride in the heart of man as is no way incompatible with their so-called free-grace gospel.

500. What is the true nature of such a man's problem?

Answer. "The truth is, he is not a good enough Papist, to give a ransom of self-worth, for that great ransom of blood which cannot be bought."

501. What is the difference between down-casting and saving humiliation?

Answer. "Down-casting may exceed measure, in the too much appre​hension of the law-curses, and may be conjoined with much pride and self-love: but right and saving humi​liation conjoined with faith, cannot overpass bounds; it ariseth often from the sense of grace rather than from the law; God giveth grace to the humble, and he giveth humility to the gracious, under the sense of rich grace, (1 Tim. 1:15; Eph. 3:8; Titus 3:3-5; 2 Tim. 1:9)."

502. What is that than which nothing humbles us more?

Answer. "An opinion of the power and excellency of grace."

503. What else ought to be observed about this unwillingness to pray and believe on Christ because of unworthiness?

Answer. That it is in itself a very temptation. It is the temptation that Christ offered this woman.

504. What is the first consideration relating to the question of how far the conscience of sin ought to stand in our way toward Christ?

Answer. Conscience for sin ought to humble us, and thus prepare us for our coming to Christ before our coming to him.

505. What is the second consideration relating to the question of how far the conscience of sin ought to stand in our way toward Christ?

Answer. "No sin is un​pardonable treason, but the sin against the Holy Ghost, and final impenitence. The gospel is a treaty of peace between parties in war; none are excepted but these two."

506. What is the third consideration relating to the question of how far the conscience of sin ought to stand in our way toward Christ?

Answer. (1) An ill conscience may indeed speak prophecy, that Christ has taken his farewell and shall knock no longer. (2) Such may indeed be the case, that Christ has taken his farewell knockings and shall never be at the door of that man's heart again.

507. What then is to be said to the man who thinks himself to have sinned the sin against the Holy Ghost and thus come upon the borders of hell?

Answer. It is unlikely he has truly done so if none other complains of it but himself, but granting it were so, though the Gospel may except him from actual mercy, yet it never excepts him from the duty of believing and coming to Christ.

508. Though some such think and imagine that they believe Christ is able to save and redeem them, and claim that they only doubt of his will, why does Mr. Rutherford refuse their claim?

Answer. Because "the doubt of unbelief is more of the power of mercy and infinite grace in Christ than of his will; and my reason is, 'that whosoever believeth, hath set to his seal that God is true;' (John 3:33;) and 'He that believeth not God, hath made him a liar, because he believeth not the record that God gave of his Son.' (1 John 5:10.)" But if those who have sinned the sin against the Holy Ghost are said to "make God a liar" through their unbelief, then, their unbelief being sinful, it must be the unbelief of something that is true. But it is not true that God is willing to save those who have sinned the sin against the Holy Ghost, and therefore, this cannot be the thing for the unbelief of which they are held guilty as 'unbelievers'. It must then be a sinful doubting of the power and ability of God to save that makes those who sin the sin against the Holy Ghost chargeable with the sin of unbelief.

509. Why do we say that we ought not to take an unbeliever at his word when he says that he believes the ability of Christ to save him, but not the will of Christ to save him?

Answer. "Unbelievers know not all the mysterious turnings of lying and self-deceiving unbelief. Unbelief may lie to men of itself, when it dare not belie the worth of that soul-redeeming ran​som of Christ's blood."

510. Why ought we to be confident that the man who has high thoughts of the ability of God to save and infinite value of the ransom of Jesus Christ, does also believe the willingness of Christ to save?

Answer. Because "It is faith to be​lieve this gospel truth, which is, 'That Christ is able to save to the utmost all that come to him.' (Heb. 7:25.)"—so that the true faith of the former thing cannot be separated from the true faith of the latter.

511. Why must it be the prevailing of a temptation when one dare not come to Christ because he is a dog?

Answer. (1) Because it is not the part of sin to keep the door of Christ's house of free grace. It has not objection against Christ's rich deserving, whatever our case be. (2) Because that which makes us the more unworthy and graceless, is that which maketh Christ the more worthy and more gracious in saving. "Though sin maketh me unworthy of Christ, yet it maketh me a fit passive object for the physician Christ to work on, and maketh not Christ unworthy to save."

512. What is required as a condition in all that come to Christ?

Answer. "The sense of sin"—else it were no coming to Christ.

513. What is the objection of the Antinomians to this doctrine?

Answer. "But we find by experience, that true poverty of spirit, and sense of sinful wretchedness, doth kill and destroy any sight of guilt and wickedness in myself: if I rightly see Christ, I shall not also see any unworthiness in myself."

514. How is this answered?

Answer. "This experience is not warranted by the word of truth." (It is but the delusion of a fanatical false prophet.)

515. What are two scripture examples of the consistency of felt apprehension of our own sinfulness and sight of Christ's riches of grace?

Answer. "The felt pain of the sting of the fiery scorpion, may stand with looking up to the brazen serpent, and being saved; yea, when the poor man said, 'Lord, I believe, help my unbelief,' (Mark 9:24,) he both was sensible of faith and unbelief."

516. What threefold consideration of holy walking will make it clear how seeing grace and holiness in oneself may be consistent with trusting only in the righteousness of Christ?

Answer. "For holy walking cometh under a three​fold consideration. (1) As a duty. (2) As a mean ordained of God that we should walk in, (Eph. 2:10). (3) As a promise, or a thing promised in the new cove​nant."

517. How much may holy-walking be a ground of peace to true believers as it is considered in the notion of their duty done?

Answer. As their duty, it may not serve for a ground of peace to them at all. This is legalism and works-righteousness.

518. How much may holy-walking be a ground of peace to true believers as it is considered in the notion of a mean, or way to walk in?

Answer. It serves as no ground of our peace, but herein we may hope for salvation as that which shall come, but not as that which we hereby deserve: "This way, the duty is a mean, and a way, not to the right of salvation, but to the actual possession of it."

519. What is the error of the Antinomians in this point?

Answer. They imagine Law and Love to be contrary, and thus conclude that obedience to the law can be no gospel way of walking at all. But Law and Love are quite compatible.

520. How may holy-walking be a ground of peace to true believers as it is considered in the notion of a thing promised to believers in the new covenant?

Answer. "Holy walking, as performed by that efficacious grace promised in the covenant of grace, is an argument on which we may build our peace, not as a cause, or a merit deserving peace, but as a grace threaded upon the free promise of God."

521. Upon what ground does David plead that God would "preserve his soul" in Psalm 86?

Answer. Upon his holiness: "for I am holy."—but only as this "holiness did relate to the free promise of the covenant of grace, in which God hath promised, and tied himself by covenant, to make his own children holy."

522. What then is to be concluded in light of these considerations?

Answer. "All the peace we can collect for our comfort, from holy walking, is resolved on a promise of free grace; and the duty as performed by the grace of the covenant, may, and doth lead us to the promise, and so, no ways from Christ, but to Christ."

523. What is the hypocrisy of Doctor Crispe's denial that any assurance of our spiritual estate can be gathered from such holy walking?

Answer. While Crispe would have us draw all of our assurance of Faith, and that alone, he argues that we may find no assurance in any other holy duty, because such duties and graces may be counterfeited; but this may also be said of Faith.

524. What is the second mysterious objection of Dr. Crispe and his fellow Libertines?

Answer. "Neither faith, nor anything inherent in us, can yield us certainty that we are in Christ, or any peace with God, in regard that all grace, all evidences of our good estate are without us in Christ; inherent holiness and duties are but fancies."

525. How is this answered by Mr. Rutherford?

Answer. "When we then refuse the comforts of God, and peace from holy walk​ing, as it is threaded and linked to the promise, we refuse Christ; especially under desertion, we bid Christ look away from us;…. She who refuseth to accept of a bracelet, or a gold ring, from him who suiteth her in marriage, she refuseth both his love and himself, in that she refuseth his love token."

526. Considering Christ as the great householder in the gospel, in whose house there are all sorts and bread for all, what two things ought particularly to be noticed?

Answer. (1) All the dainties are Christ, the marrow of the Gospel and bread of life. (2) Every bread is not the bread of Children. The man without a wedding garment shall not eat this loaf. "Of those that loath Christ, and love their lusts better than him, Christ saith, 'None of these men that were bidden, shall taste of my supper,' (Luke 14:24)."

527. In what shall the children share with Christ as join-heirs?

Answer. (1) The Spirit that raised Christ from the dead, dwelleth in them, (Rom. 8:11). (2) They have one God, and one Father; Christ and we are Father's children (John 20:17). (3) We must be together in one place; all the children must be in one house together, (John 17:24). (4) One resurrection, "Be​cause I live, ye shall live also," (John 14:19). (5) One heaven, and one kingdom, and one throne, (Luke 22:29; Rev. 3:21).

528. Wherein stands a great difference between an heir and a servant?

Answer. The heir will do much for the birthright, but a servant will not contend to be an heir.

529. What are two other differences between a son and a servant?

Answer. (1) The son's reward is all of hope whereas the servant must have hand-payment and present wages. (2) The son serves the father of a free and ingenuous spirit, but the servant has no such instinct or nature.

530. What is to be observed about these words, "Let the children first be filled," (Mark 7:27.)?

Answer. Christ does not deny that the Gentiles shall have of the provisions of his house, but argues that the Jews must have it first, in order.

531. What, first, ought we to observe about Christ's attempering of temptations?

Answer. "That temptations are measured by grains and scruples to the saints. There is a seed of comfort and hope in Christ's glooming and frownings: he would say, When the children are filled with bread first, then, you that are dogs, shall also have your portion of the children's bread."

532. What, secondly, ought we to observe about Christ's attempering of temptations?

Answer. "Gospel trials and temptations are for a merciful end, that Paul may not be puffed up, or as he saith, 'Lest I should be like a meteor lifted up in the air above measure,' (2 Cor. 12:7)."

533. What, thirdly, ought we to observe about Christ's attempering of temptations?

Answer. "God will not have them above our strength, but the burden and the back are proportioned, (1 Cor. 10:13). It is good that we know Christ breweth or mixeth our cup; he can sugar the salt and bitter wine with mercy."

534. What pawn and pledge of himself does Christ leave behind him when he is gone from his church?

Answer. Love-sickness for the want of him, (Cant. 3:5.)

535. What three things are messengers of heaven sent before, to dress and adorn the lodging of our hearts for the prince, who is on his journey coming to us?

Answer. "(1.) Longings for him, (2.) Waiting after him, (3.) Christ in you seeking after Christ."
