The TRYAL & TRIVMPH of FAITH

By Samuel Rutherford
Question Set 7: Sermon 9

240. What two great truths are held forth by these words, "O LORD, thou Son of David"?

Answer. The Godhead of Christ in "O Lord," and the manhood of Christ in "thou Son of David."

241. Wherein stands the perfection of our Mediator?

Answer. He is the substantial covenant, and Emmanuel, God with us, or God us, in a personal union; the substantial mar​riage and alliance between the two houses of heaven and earth; God and clay.

242. For what other reasons has Christ become man?

Answer. (1) That he might "be a child of our house." (2) That he might be of blood to us, and even suffer with us in all that we suffer, and finally suffer for us, as one able to sigh, weep, and be pierced for us.

243. Though Christ has so fully taken on our nature, for what ends does he maintain his Godhead?

Answer. "That he might per​fume the obedience of a High Priest with heaven, and give to justice blood that chambered in the veins and body of God, in whom God had a personal lodging."

244. What is the first use to be made of these truths?

Answer. We should admire the Love of Christ, who "would not entrust our redemption to angels; but he would come himself, and in person suffer." He gave a price of worth far greater than ourselves, so that it could never be overbid nor spent to the full, but might redeem millions more, were there to have been so many believers.

245. What is the second use to be made of these truths?

Answer. We should admire the Person of this Mediator, Jesus Christ the God-man. Even his created human nature is beyond comparison with all the fairest creatures of God, so that they are vanity and he is the perfection of every good that can be in any creature.

246. What do all the glorified in the presence of the Lord Jesus?

Answer. They do nothing else, but stare, gaze, and behold his face for ages, and are never satisfied with beholding: suppose they could wear out their eyes at the eye-holes in beholding God, they should still desire to see more.

247. What is the role of man in his relation to other creatures?

Answer. Men, "who have understanding and tongues, are God's factors and chamberlains, to gather in the rent of glory and praise to God. The heavens do indeed 'declare the glory of God,' (Psalm 19:1,) but they are but dumb musicians; they are the harp, which of itself can make no music: the creatures bor​row man's mouth and tongue, to speak what they have been thinking of God, and his excellency, these five thousand years."

248. What put the creatures at a variance and division with God when they had fallen?

Answer. Having fallen into sin, they "did less objectively glorify God, than they should have done, if sin had never been in the world."

249. How hath Christ amended this variance?

Answer. He has reconciled all things to God, in heaven and on earth (Col. 1:20): He has confirmed angels, to reconciled man, and restored the crea​tures to be more illustrious objects of his glory.

250. What ought we to do, seeing that the income of the rents of glory are more due to Christ and the debts greater, through his making all things new by such means?

Answer. We ought hold forth the praises of the glory of God in Christ in the name of sun, moon, earth, and heaven, loosed from subjection to vanity (Rom. 8:20), and in the name of angels and redeemed saints.

251. What is the third use to be made of these truths?

Answer. We must seek our life the Gospel way in Christ, and make use of his most excellent person and gracious mediation for our welfare. We must guard against all legal or law thoughts of Christ, which make him a less rigorous judge whereby men think to purchase their acceptance with him more easily than it could be purchased through his Father. As is the Father, so is Christ Lord, and so this text calls him.

252. Are there two infinite wills, two infinite mercies, one in the Father and another in the Son?

Answer. No. The Son and the Father are one. "There is one will and mercy in both; and we owe alike love and honour to both, though there be an order in loving God, and serving him through Christ."

253. What is the fourth use to be made of these truths?

Answer. We must admire Christ, in whom infinite love and infinite majesty concur together, whereas love and majesty rarely concur together at all in men.

254. May we go to heaven as civil saints based on our morality?

Answer. No moral men or civilians shall enter into heaven, but only those who are deep in Christ and see much of him.

255. Shall the saints hate one another?

Answer. No. "The spirit of a redeemed one can hardly hate a redeemed one, or be bitter against them; Christ in one saint, cannot be cruel to Christ in another saint."

256. Can Christ lose his love?

Answer. He can neither lose it nor cast it away. The love of Christ is much for conquering hearts; "his chariot is bottomed and paved with love."

257. How must duties be performed if we will perform them aright?

Answer. We perform duties aright only when the principal and fountain-cause is the love of Christ. (John 21:15.)

258. What is the fifth use to be made of these truths?

Answer. We should strive to be like to him and take his name to ourselves, who condescended to become so like to us and take our name to himself.

259. Why does this woman request that the Son of David should have mercy upon her?

Answer. Because God's mercy is a spiritual favour, and she would have more than temporal mercies alone, which are shared with the reprobate.

260. How are all temporal mercies spiritualized to believers?

Answer. (1) They are given as dipped in Christ bowels with mercy wrapped around them. The rebuilding of the temple at Jerusalem was accompanied with God's return thereto "with mercies." (Zach. 1:16.)  (2) Because the ground of them is God's mercy. (3) Faith looks to temporal favours with a spiritual eye, they having Christ and his merits round about them to faith. (4) That same ground that moveth God to give Christ, is enough to move him to give all other things with Christ. As by what right? even by the right of a son. A father giveth the inheritance to his son; by that same, he giveth him food, raiment, protection, physic.

261. Through Christ's inheritance and blessing, what becomes of hell, sorrow, poverty, death, and dust and the grave?

Answer. Hell (to speak so), is heavened, sorrow joyed, poverty riched, death enlivened, dust and the grave animated and quickened with life and resurrection.

262. Of what worth is peace and deliverance from the sword without Christ and the Gospel?

Answer. Without Christ and the Gospel, peace and deliverance from the sword are linked and chained to the curse of God, and thus themselves only another danger to us.

263. What shall the man have who has the earth, peace, and the creature without God's blessing?

Answer. He shall have the earth, peace, and the creature, and the devil to salt them to him with the curse of God.

264. What makes mercy to be mercy?

Answer. It is in Christ.

265. Upon what grounds is it said that grace and mercy are to be sought in Christ alone?

Answer. (1) It is a choice mercy to receive them in Christ, who so excellently serves the ends for which he was chosen of God and given unto us. (2) We do not now receive mercy immediately from God, but only through the mediator Christ Jesus—"God in the Mediator."

266. Why is Grace now more con-natural to us?

Answer. It is in the bosom of our brother and ours by way of derivation.

267. What is a third reason why we must seek our mercy in Christ?

Answer. Because we are promised not mere mercy but purchased mercy, and so, this more excellent mercy must be received through him who purchased it.

268. May a man have all graces, even poverty of spirit, and yet want Christ?

Answer. No. They are no real graces, but either mere gifts, or plain delusions: "He that believeth hath the Son: Grace and Christ cannot be separated. (Eph. 1:2; Gal. 1:3; John 1:16.) These byways sunder souls and the foundation Christ."
