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167. What is the first reason why Christ is called the Son of David?

Answer. Christ had a special relation to Abraham, being his seed; but more special to David, because the covenant was in a more special manner established with David, as a king, and the first king in whose hand the Church, the feeding thereof as God's own flock, was, as God's deposit and pawn laid down.

168. How is it that the Covenant of Grace was established with David, and his son Solomon?

Answer. Many promises concerning the kingdom of the Messiah were delivered to David and his Son, such as an eternal kingdom, grace, and perseverance in grace, "sure mercies."

169. What makes Christ more properly David's descendent, than Adam's or Abraham's descendent?

Answer. David was a King, but Abraham was not a king, nor was Adam formally a king by covenant.

170. What is the second reason why Christ is called the Son of David?

Answer. Christ changeth names with David, as he never did with any man. Christ is never called Abraham; but, "David my servant shall be a prince among them." (Ezek. 34:23,24.) "They shall seek the Lord their God, and David their king." (Hos. 3:5.)

171. What is the third reason why Christ is called the Son of David?

Answer. David entered to a typical throne against the heart of Jew and Gen​tile, (Psalm 2:1,2,) and so did Christ, (Acts 4.25,26;) and did feed the people of God in the midst of many enemies; (Psalm 110:1,2;) and so did Christ. (Acts 2:34-36.)

172. What is it that our author here aims at?

Answer. By the received divinity of the Jews, and of the Gentiles who knew God, Christ was a King by the covenant of grace, and the special party of the new covenant, as was David.

173. What is this covenant of grace?

Answer. The covenant is here a joint and mutual bargain between two, according to which, they promise freely such and such things each to other.

174. What four things constitute the Covenant of Grace to make it a covenant?

Answer. (1) God and man make up a solemn bargain in Christ. (2) They both consent. (3) A mass of promises. (4) A giving and receiving. Favours offered and given by Christ are received by us.

175. Who are the parties of the Covenant of Grace?

Answer. God and man.—Or—GOD, and the Mediator, Christ, and (in him) the children that the Lord gave him.

176. What is first to be observed about the parties covenanting?

Answer. God covenanted with Adam when Adam was his friend, but in the Covenant of Grace, God covenants with Christ, and us in him, when we were his enemies, but not with us as his enemies. "A covenant of peace cannot be between an enemy and an enemy, as they are such."

177. Who was the sole author of this covenant?

Answer. God, who must therefore have been first to set aside enmity.

178. What is Christ's relation to the Covenant of Grace?

Answer. Christ hath a seven​fold relation. (1.) As he is more than a creature, he is the Covenant itself. (2.) As he dealeth between the parties, he is the Messenger of the covenant. (3.) As he saw and heard, and testifieth all, he is the Wit​ness of the covenant. (4.) As he undertaketh for the parties at variance, he is the Surety of the covenant. (5.) As he standeth between the contrary parties, he is the Mediator of the covenant. (6.) As he signeth the covenant, and closeth all the articles, he is the Tes​tator of the covenant. (7.) As he is a side, or the half of the covenant, he is the Party contracting in the covenant.

179. In the first relation, how is Christ all the Covenant?

Answer. (1) He is given to fulfill the Covenant on both sides. (2) He is the covenant in the abstract: he is peace and reconciliation itself.

180. In his second relation, how is Christ the Messenger of the Covenant?

Answer. (1) He reporteth of God to us, "That it is his Father's will that we be saved." (John 6:39.) (2) Christ reporteth of himself, for it setteth Christ to be a broker for Christ; and Wisdom to cry in the streets, Who will have me? (Prov. 1:20-22; and 9:1-5.) (3) He praiseth his Father, "My Father is the good husbandman." (John 15.) (4) He suiteth us in marriage, and commendeth his Father, and our father-in-law. (5) He commendeth us to the Father: a messenger making peace will do all this.

181. In his third relation, to what things does the witness of the Covenant testify?

Answer. (1) "The Son of Man came to seek and to save the lost;" (Luke 19:10). (2) Christ died and rose again, for sinners. (3) The world shall have an end, (saith the covenant,) and time shall be no more. (4) Christ shall judge the world, and all shall bow to him.

182. Why is atheism a great crime in the believer?

Answer. The witness of the covenant himself speaketh contrary to all our unbelief.

183. In his fourth relation, how is Christ surety in the Covenant of Grace?

Answer. (1) He hath paid a ransom for us as our surety. (2) He giveth a new heart to his fellow-confederates. (3) He is engaged "to lose none of them," (John 17:12,) "but raise them up at the last day." (John 6:39.)

184. In his fifth relation, how does Christ hold a three-fold relation as Mediator of the Covenant of Grace?

Answer. (1) He is friend to both God and man. (2) He is a reconciler, to make two to be one. (3) He is a common servant to both. — Yet he was smitten by both parties.

185. In his sixth relation, what has Christ accomplished as the Testator of the Covenant?

Answer. Christ's blood, as dying, sealed the everlasting covenant. (Heb. 13:20.) It both expiated the sins of the covenanters, and also, brought back the great Shepherd of the sheep from death.

186. How does Christ come under a double consideration in his relation to the parties of the Covenant?

Answer. (1) As God, he is one with the Father and Spirit, and the Lord and the author of the covenant. (2) As Mediator, he is on our side of the covenant.

187. Where does scripture teach that the Covenant is made with Christ principally, but with believers personally?

Answer. "The promise (or covenant), is made to Abraham and to his seed: he saith not, And to seeds, as of many, but as of one: And to thy seed, which is Christ." (Gal. 3:16.)

188. What is the ill conclusion of maintaining that the promises were made only with Christ personally?

Answer. It should [otherwise] follow, that life eternal is given to Christ only.

189. How is it clear that the promises were not made with Christ Mystical?

Answer. This is clear from the fact that the promise is made to Christ, in whom (1) the Covenant was confirmed, (2) the nations were blessed, and (3) in whom we "receive the promise of the spirit through faith."—But none of these agree with Christ Mystical.

190. How does scripture prove that the promises were made with Christ as mediator, and his people representatively in him as their mediator?

Answer. (1) The Scripture saith, "to Abraham, and to his seed;" that is, Christ, was the covenant made; and these words of the covenant, "He shall cry to me, Thou art my Father, my God," (Psalm 89:26,) are expounded. (2) The Covenant made with David and his seed, is fulfilled in Christ and his seed. (3) As it was not two, but one Covenant of Works that was made with Adam and his seed, so it is one Covenant of Grace that is made with Christ and his seed. (4) All the things here serve to make one Covenant: God demands something of his son, and his son answers the demand, purchasing to himself and to his seed that which was promised.

191. What is the crime of the man who does not believe the Gospel?

Answer. He makes God a liar in a sense, and, for aught he knows, he frustrates Christ's undertaking in the Covenant.

192. What is first noted about the promises in the Covenant of Grace?

Answer. There is no good thing, but it is ours by free promise, and not by simple donation only.

193. What is second noted about the promises in the Covenant of Grace?

Answer. All good cometh to us now, not immediately, but through the hands of a free Redeemer; and though he be a man who redeemed us, yet because he is God, there is more of God, and heaven, and free love, in all our good things, than if we received them immediately from God.

194. What are the two major sorts of promises in this Covenant of Grace?

Answer. Those which are only given to Christ, not us, and those which are given to both Christ and his seed, falling first upon Christ, and then those in him.

195. In what two senses is Christ the Son of God?

Answer. Christ has God as his Father by eternal birth-right, but has also taken a new covenant-right to God for our cause. "He shall cry to me, Thou art my Father, my God;" (Psalm 89:26.)

196. What is the first reason why it is said that all the promises are contained in this, "I will be your God"?

Answer. As Christ's covenant-right to covenant-promises flows from a mother-right to God as his God by Covenant, so must we have God for our God by Covenant.

197. What is the second reason why it is said that all the promises are contained in this, "I will be your God"?

Answer. We are to lay our love and faith principally upon the Father and the Son more than all created graces: Thus, our chief grace is to have God for our God.

198. What are the special promises that are made first to Christ and then by proportion to us?

Answer. (1) To Christ is promised grace above his fellows, and we receiving out of his fullness, grace for grace, have a new heart and a new spirit. (2) Christ has justification in the righteousness of his cause, and this being so, we have justification through his blood. (3) Victory and dominion are promised to Christ, we also receiving promises of victory over all of our enemies. (4) The kingdom and glory. (5) As Christ had a certain resurrection promised and now accomplished, so we have sure hope of our resurrection.

