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Question Set 22: Sermon 20
778. What is the first use to be made of this doctrine of Justification?

Answer. "If in justification, sins be blotted out, cast in the depths of the sea, and removed, as if they never had been, the state of justification must be a condition of sound blessedness, the most desirable life in the world, even as David also described the blessedness of the man unto whom God imputeth righteousness without works. 'Blessed are they whose iniquities are forgiven, and whose sins are covered.' (Rom. 4:6,7.)"

779. What considerations might help us to make this use of the doctrine of Justification?

Answer. If we would consider all of the greatest unimaginable blessings that could be bestowed upon us by creatures, accompanied with a freedom from, and being set free from, the worst of all possible torments of the creatures, we may consider how happy and blessed we should count ourselves: yet all these things make up "but a shadow of grace, in comparison of the love and rich grace of God in Christ, in the justification of a sinner."

780. What is the second use to be made of this doctrine of Justification?

Answer. We ought to "Consider that we are freed from the guilt of sin in justification," and the several things contained and implied herein.

781. What three considerations ought to be made regarding that from which we are freed in Justification?

Answer. "(1) This is the eternal debt of sin, that remaineth after sin, that none can wash away but Christ, and that this remaineth after sin is acted. (2) That it remaineth for eternity. (3) That it is a misery we are only in justification deliver​ed from."

782. How is it clear from Scripture that we are delivered from this misery only in Justification?

Answer. "(1) Because sin is a debt: After the borrowed money is spent and gone, somewhat in law and justice remaineth, and this is debt or obligation to make payment to the creditor. (2) So the Scripture speaketh, 'For though thou wash thee with nitre, and take thee much soap, yet thy ini​quity is marked before me.' (Jer. 2:22.) 'The sin of Judah is written with a pen of iron, and the point of a diamond; it is graven upon the table of their heart, and the horns of your altars.' (Jer. 17:1.)"

783. What is the three-step consideration of that which remains after sin, that Rutherford sets down?

Answer. "There is [1.] writ remaining after sin is acted. [2.] Writ written with a pen of iron and diamond, to endure for eternity. [3.] Not written only, but engraved, and indented upon the conscience."

784. How long shall the sins of the wicked stand before the justice of God?

Answer. "So long as God shall live, and that is for ever and ever."

785. What is the dreadful thing that scripture speaks about all the unjustified who acted sin during their lives, though they are now long dead?

Answer. They are still accounted "thieves & robbers", "murderers", "traitors", &c.

786. How shall the justified stand before God throughout eternity?

Answer. As those who are eternally engaged debtors to the grace of God in Jesus Christ.

787. What is to be observed from the statement that the dogs "eat the crumbs"?

Answer. "The dogs desire but the least, and (to speak so) the refuse of Christ. The meanest and worst things of Christ (to speak so) are incom​parably to be desired above all things."

788. What is the first application of this principle?

Answer. The people of God love that which has even the poorest relation to Jesus Christ, even the dust and stones of Zion.

789. What is the second application of this principle?

Answer. Howsoever Christ might be held or touched, it is sweet to the believer, whether it be but the touching of the border of his garment, or the carrying of his dead body.

790. What is the third application of this principle?

Answer. All Christ's sharpest rebukes are likewise accounted as "sweet oil" by the people of God, who find that they are all aimed at their salvation, and designed to wound only that he may heal again of his great mercy.

791. What is the fourth application of this principle?

Answer. To saints, Christ's cross, though black and sour, is sweet and comforting. Persecution they suffer joyfully, and even the very desertings of Christ himself have somewhat in them that is for their welfare, as they are stirred up to seek him yet more.

792. What is the sweetest communion that Christ seeks of us here?

Answer. Prayer, (Cant. 2:14, and Cant. 5).

793. Under what term are Christ's desertions contrasted with this communion?

Answer. Death. "'I opened to my beloved, and my beloved had withdrawn himself, and was gone.' And what was the Church's case? 'My soul went forth from me.' The Arabic, 'My soul departed, I died.'"

794. In what manner did the Church have communion with Christ in that desertion held forth in the book of Canticles?

Answer. "(1) Asking at the watchman for him. (2) In binding sad charges on the daughters of Jerusalem, to commend her to God by prayer. (3) Then was she sick of love for him. (4) Then fell she out in that large love-rapture, in a most heavenly praise of him in all his virtues, 'My well-beloved is white and ruddy, and the chief amongst ten thousand.' Here, then, the hell that Christ throweth the saints in, in their desertions, is their heaven."

795. What seemingly lowly things do the saints of scripture count as too great an honour to themselves, though they would not but have at least these?

Answer. To the saints, it is too great an honour, to be admitted to loose a shoe-latched of Christ, to be a door-keeper in his house, or even a mere bird, if she have the honour of building her nest beside the altar.

796. What must be concluded if all these that have but the meanest relation to Christ, be so sweet to the saints?

Answer. That Christ must be immeasurably and inconceivably sweet, precious, & desirable.

797. Why is it that Christ must be so much more unsearchable and excellent, if his Gospel is to be accounted as "unsearchable riches"?

Answer. His Gospel is but a creature.

798. Though grace be desirable, what is it without Christ?

Answer. Without Christ, a man composed of pure grace, is yet "a broken lamed creature."

799. What were heaven, if one were to enter therein, and yet still have Christ's hatred?

Answer. Hell.

800. In what words, after the manner of the Prophets and the book of Canticles, does our author declare the loveliness of Jesus Christ?

Answer. "He is a mass of love, and love itself; lovely in the womb, the Ancient of Days became young for me; lovely in the cross, even when despised and numbered with thieves; lovely in the grave, lovely at the right hand of God, lovely in his second appearance in glory: yea, all desirable, his countenance white and ruddy; his head a golden head; (Cant. 6:10,11;) his headship and government desirable; his locks bushy and black; his counsels deep, various, unsearchable; his eyes as doves, chaste, pure, and can behold no iniquity; his cheeks, or two sides of his face, as a bed of spices and sweet smelling flowers; his face manly, comely as Lebanon; his lips like lilies, dropping sweet smelling myrrh; his gospel smelleth of heaven: his hands pure, his works holy, fair, as gold rings set with beryl: his belly, or breast and bowels, as bright ivory overlaid with sapphires—that is, his breast and belly, that containeth his bowels, his heart and affections, are as ivory, bright and glorious; and as ivory overlaid, covered, and adorned with sapphires, that are precious stones of a sea-blue and heavenly colour, because his bowels and inward affections are full of love, tenderness of mercy, and the compassion of his heart most heavenly: his legs are pillars of marble, set upon sockets of fine gold; his ways and government like marble pillars, upright, white, pure, and set on gold, solid, firm, stable, that Christ cannot slip or fall; his sceptre, a sceptre of righteousness, and his kingdom eternal, and can​not be shaken: his countenance as the mountain Lebanon, his person eminent, goodly, high, great, tall, fruitful as cedars: his mouth most sweet, his words and testimonies as honey, or the honey-comb."
801. What is the special evangelic sin of which we are guilty, and from what source does it flow?

Answer. "The special evangelic sin that we are guilty of is unbelief, (John 16:9,) and this floweth from a low estimation we have of Christ."
