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Question Set 27: Sermon 21
931. What is the fourth thing to be spoken to concerning faith?

Answer. The Warrants of Believing.

932. What is the question objected by Satan, conscience, and Arminians, concerning the warrants to believe?

Answer. “What warrant can the unworthy sinner have to believe, and to own the merits of Christ; for he knoweth nothing of the election or reprobation that are hidden in God’s eternal mind?”

933. What is the first answer to this objection?

Answer. “It is no presumption in me to believe in Christ before I know whether I be chosen to salvation or not; for nothing can hinder me in this case to believe, save only presumption, as the adversaries say.”

934. Why is it not presumption to believe in Christ, though our election be not revealed unto us?

Answer. “Now, to believe in Christ, though the decree of election be not revealed to me, is no presumption; for I am not obliged, before I believe, to know that I am elected to glory; it being one of God's secrets not revealed in the word, but made manifest to me, after I believe, and am sealed unto the day of redemption.”

935. How is it that this faith in Christ cannot possibly be presumption?

Answer. “In a humble resting on Christ, though the soul know not his election, which is not revealed in the word, in that condition there can be no pride nor presumption; for he is self-wise and presumptuous, who intrudeth ‘into those things that he hath not seen,’ (Colos. 2:18,) knoweth not that which God hath revealed, and so which he ought to know.” It cannot be pride and presumption for a man to distrust himself, lose all confidence in his own righteousnesses, merits, or abilities, and betake himself to Jesus Christ convinced that there is none other in whom he may find justification and salvation.

936. What is the second answer to the objection?

Answer. To warrant an unworthy humble sinner to be​lieve, there is no need of a positive warrant, or of a voice to say, Thou art elected to glory, therefore be​lieve.

937. What is the first proof of this second answer?

Answer. “The word is near thee in thy mouth; yea, there is a commandment laid upon the humbled sinner: Come, O weary and laden sinner, to Christ, and be eased.”

938. What is the second proof of this second answer?

Answer. “When the wind bloweth sweetly and fair upon an humbled sinner who is elected to glory, there goeth the spirit of the gospel along with this commandment: and the word of commandment, and the spirit united in one, acteth and worketh so upon the soul, that the humbled sinner cannot be deluded and led on a rock of presumption; for this spirit joineth and closeth with his spirit, and he, as one of Christ's sheep, knoweth this to be the voice of Christ.”

939. Is it possible for a reprobate to “believe” or presume upon a false ground in response to this command of faith?

Answer. “I grant, when the same command of faith cometh to the ears of a reprobate, he may, upon a false ground, believe, or rather presume; he neither being rightly humbled and fitted for Christ; nor can the reprobate know and discern the wind of the Spirit, breathing with the command, and acting upon his spirit, because that wind neither can, nor doth breathe upon any re​probate.”

940. What further objection to believing may yet be offered by the natural conscience?

Answer. “But how do I know, that it is the Spirit that goeth along with the commandment of believing? It may be a delusion.”

941. What is the first answer to this objection?

Answer. “Beside that a deluding spirit, for the most part, doth not go every way along with the word, if this spirit keep God's order, to work upon the humbled and self-despairing sinner, who is willing to receive Christ upon his own condition, it is not like to a deluding spirit; for if the word of commandment to believe, and the spirit agree in one, it cannot be a delusion; fancy leadeth no man to faith.”

942. What is the second answer to this objection?

Answer. “When objects of life work upon life, they cannot deceive, especially all the senses, hearing, seeing, tasting, feel​ing, smelling. The excellency and sweetness of Christ going along with the word, cannot be delusion: a man may imagine that he seeth and heareth, and yet his senses may be deceived; but that all the senses, espe​cially all the spiritual senses, and that a man imagineth that he liveth a natural life, and is dead, is rare.”

943. What is the third answer to the original objection?

Answer. “Faith can stand upon one foot, even on a gene​ral word; hence, this is a gospel word in the Prophets, which requireth faith, Turn to the Lord for he is merciful, (Jer. 3:12; Joel 2:13; John 4:2). And because a general promise received with heart-adherence and confidence giveth glory to God; and if it be holden forth to a humbled soul, who is now within the lists and bounds of grace, and, for any thing that the person thus laden with sin knoweth on the contrary, (for the secrets of election and reprobation belong to the Lord) Christ mindeth and intendeth to him salva​tion, therefore he is to believe.”

944. What is the fourth answer to the original objection?

Answer. “This would be considered, that unbelief breaketh with Christ first, before Christ break with the unbe​liever;… Now, when our Lord maketh offer of the kingdom of sons, to slaves, and casteth his jewel of Christ offered in the gospel, in the lap and bosom of a bastard, whatever be the Lord's secret decree and purpose in so doing, the bastard is to take God at his word, and to catch the opportunity of God's love in so far; and if he do it not, the gospel offer to the repro​bate being a treaty of peace, then the treaty breaketh off first upon his side.”

945. What is the fifth answer to the original objection?

Answer. “But if the sinner be wearied and laden, and seeth, though through a cloud only, Christ only must help and save, if not, he is utterly and eternally lost, What is there upon Christ's part to hinder thee to believe, O guilty wretch?”

955. What might some yet object in response to this last answer?

Answer. “Oh, (saith he,) I fear Christ only offereth himself to me, but he mindeth no salva​tion to me.”

956. How ought we to respond to this?

Answer. “Is not this to raise an evil report and slander on the holy One of Israel? For Christ's offer is really an offer, and in so far, it is real love, though it cannot infer the love of election to glory, yet the total denial of this offer openeth up the black seal of reprobation to heathens without the church.”

957. What four things will give us sufficient ground to expound from this offer-love an election love, and thus be sure that Christ not only offers salvation to use, but minds to bestow it upon us?

Answer. “(1) It is love to thee, if thou be humbled for sin; (2) And have half an eye to the unsearchable riches of gospel mercy; (3) And be self-condemned; (4) And have half a desire of Christ.”

958. What seeming contradiction may encourage the unbeliever, stumbled by the above objection, to exercise faith & love on Jesus Christ?

Answer. “An error of humble love to Christ, is no error.”

959. What is the fifth thing to be spoken to concerning faith?

Answer. “The essential prin​ciple of true faith, and that is a proportionable mea​sure of grace, required in faith. (Phil. 1:29.)”—And thus, on the contrary, the nature of various sorts of false faith.

960. What do men naturally imagine about faith?

Answer. That it is a work of nature.

961. What is the first sort of false faith?

Answer. The faith of those who say they have believed all their days, night and day, as the Jews asserted that they “believed” Moses, and yet rejected the Messiah of whom Moses bore witness.

962. Should a man count himself in a bad case if he finds himself wrestling with unbelief?

Answer. “They are not in an ill case, who wrestle with unbelief, and find the heart and take it, in the ways of doubting and terrors, as feeling that believing is a motion up the mount, and somewhat violent.”

963. What is the second sort of false faith?

Answer. “It is impossible they can submit to give the glory of believing to God, in whose heart there is a rotten principle destructive of faith, and that is, an ambitious humour of seeking glory from men, (John 5:44). Little faith there is in kings' courts; faith dwelleth not in a high spirit.”

964. What is the third sort of false faith?

Answer. “Such as take religion by the hand upon false and bastard mo​tives, as the summer of the gospel, and fame, ease, gain, honour, cannot believe. A thorny faith is no faith, (Matt. 13:22). A carnal man's faith must be true to its own principles, and must lie level with externals; so as court, ease, the world, and its sweet adjuncts, are a measuring line to a rotten-rooted faith neither longer nor broader than time, it goeth not one span length within the lists of eternity.”

965. What is the fourth sort of false faith?

Answer. “Fancy cannot be faith. Such as have not gospel knowledge of Christ, cannot believe; but must do as the traveler, who unawares setteth his foot on a serpent in the way, and suddenly starteth backward six steps for one, (John 6:66). So do they that fancy all the gospel to be a carnal or a moral discourse.”

966. What is the fifth sort of false faith?

Answer. “Those can​not have faith, in whose heart the gospel lieth above ground, devils and sin having made the heart hard like the summer streets, with daily treading and walk​ing on them. (Matt. 13:19.) A stony faith, or a faith that groweth out of a stone, cannot be a saving faith. There is a heart that is a daily walk, in which the devil (as it were) aireth himself.”

967. What is the sixth sort of false faith?

Answer. “If Christ have given the last knock at the door, and all in-passages be closed up, and heart inspirations gone, there can be no more any sort of faith there, (Eph. 4:19; 2 Tim. 4:2). The heart is like a dried-up arm in some; all the oil in the bones is spent.”

968. What is the seventh sort of false faith?

Answer. “Loose walking with greediness, argues, that hell hath taken fire on the outworks of the soul. Hell in the hands and tongue, as in the out-wheels, must argue hell and unbelief in the heart and the in-wheels.”

969. What three things ought to be considered by those who walk loosely, and yet boast that they are believers and expect to come to heaven?

Answer. “(1) Loose be​lievers go to heaven by miracles; I dare go to hell for a man, if such a one go to heaven, who liveth profane​ly, and saith, he hath a good heart within. (2) The going in ways of blood, extortion, covetousness, idolatry, belieth the decree of election to glory. Grace leadeth no man to the east, with his face and motion close to the west. (3) This way of working by con​traries is not God's way: God can work by contraries; but he will not have us to work by contraries. There is some heaven of holiness in the court-gate to the heaven of happiness.”

970. What is the eighth sort of false faith?

Answer. That is a false faith that looks not beyond the borders of time to eternity; for true faith looks for another city than any that is to be found here. False faith ministers to the “believer” such a carnal confidence, that he never minds the days, months, years, or decades that bury him deeper in time, until his days be done and he lies beneath the ground, having never once truly fled to Jesus Christ as his city of refuge.
