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By Samuel Rutherfurd
Question Set 38: Sermon 27
1339. What is the dream of the papists that they attempt to found upon the account of Christ’s healing of the daughter of the Syrophenician woman?

Answer. Upon this they attempt to found their confirming of children “by the unhallowed blessing of the prelate.”

1340. What is the note of a devil’s being cast out of a person, as held forth in the accounts we have in Scripture?

Answer. It is with much violence; often with a raging and foaming.

1341. What violence is to be found in the purging of nations from false prophets?

Answer. Scripture prophecies respecting the New Testament era teach us that when God is pleased to purge nations of false prophets, even the parents shall thrust through their children with the sword, that the land may be rid of false religion. See Zech. 13.

1342. What is the violence of cities given to idolatry when they once hear any opposition to their idol?

Answer. “When the unclean spirits of men given to curious arts, and the idol, Diana, are preached down in Ephesus, ‘That whole great city was full of wrath, and they cry out, Great is Diana of the Ephesians! And the whole city was filled with confusion.’ (Acts 19:18,19.)”

1343. What violence was put forth by the wicked when Christ triumphed over Satan and Hell?

Answer. Then, “Jews and Gentiles, the kings and rulers of the earth, Herod and Pilate, with the Gentiles and the people of Israel, are gathered together, (Acts 4:25-27).”

1344. What violence shall Christ put forth in his triumphing over his enemies in his providence and in his final judgment?

Answer. “Christ is crowned upon Mount Zion, with garments rolled in blood; this is a spoiling of, and a triumphing over principalities and powers.”

1345. What working of Satan was set on foot in Rutherford’s day when the Lord was building up Zion through reformation of church and state?

Answer. Then “multitudes of heresies and sects, and many blasphemous and false ways arose.” Thus Satan endeavoured to drown the church of God, and thus he endeavours today, having made much progress for hundreds of years.

1346. What prophetical symbol in Scripture holds forth the manner in which God’s mercies to his people are sometimes accompanied with both great temporal and spiritual plagues to his enemies?

Answer. “When Christ is upon acts of his priesthood, and standeth at the great high altar, with his censer of gold, to offer up the prayers of the saints to God, he casteth fire with the same censer down upon the earth, and there be then thunderings, light​nings, and earthquakes; and hence followeth terrible judgments upon the earth, as hail, fire mingled with blood, and a mountain burning with fire, and the third part of the sea becomes blood; and a clear burning star, like a lamp, called Wormwood, making the third part of the waters bitter, doth fall from heaven.”

1347. What Old Testament prophetic vision taught the same truth of Satan’s increased strivings in the day of the Church’s increased blessings?

Answer. “When our Lord Jesus standeth to intercede for the people, and to pray for fallen Jerusalem, which is as a fire-brand plucked out of the fire, Satan standeth at his right hand, his working hand, to hinder him, (Zech. 3:1-3).”

1348. What false use do some make of the principle derived from our text?

Answer. Some conclude themselves altogether free of the devil and his influence, merely because they never suffered from such outward expressions of Satan’s violence?

1349. Why is their condition rather fearful, who never detected any great motions or evidences of Satan in their own actions?

Answer. “It is an argument of a false peace. When the strong man is within, the house is in peace. Not to be tempted of the devil, is the greatest temptation out of hell; and if there be any choice of devils, a raging and a roaring devil, is better than the calm and sleeping devil.”

1350. Should such a man be confident of an interest in the Covenant of Grace?

Answer. No, rather, he may fear that his peace is derived from a Covenant with Death and Hell, Isa. 28:15.

1351. How does Satan carry so many to hell without their knowing it?

Answer. “Carnal hypocrisy is a dumb and silent thing, but it is terrible to be carried to hell without any noise of feet. The wheels of Satan's chariot are oiled with carnal rest, and they go without rattling and noise. The devil carrieth few to hell with shout​ing and crying; suspect dumb holiness.”

1352. What general rule teaches us that we should be suspicious of our holiness if it is free of all struggles?

Answer. “Contraries meeting, such as hot and dry fire, and cold and moist water, they conflict one with another.” Thus we may conclude, “where Satan findeth a sanctified heart, he tempteth with much importunity; as at one time, Christ findeth three mighty temptations, and he departed from him only for a little time, (Luke 4:13).”

1353. Why is it that some persons of much faith have sometimes been tempted to doubt such things as whether or not there be a God?

Answer. “Where there is most of God and of Christ, there, there are strong injections and firebrands cast in at the windows.”

1354. What Grace does Satan more assault than any other?

Answer. Faith: that which is foundational to our salvation, hope, & comfort, and is that by which we draw strength of grace from Christ for all of our needs.

1355. Does certainty in the fundamentals of religion, or does strength of grace privilege or exempt a man from being subject to Satan’s temptations?

Answer. No, for it rather makes him Satan’s target.

1356. When are the saints entitled to exemption from all temptations?

Answer. Only when they enter eternity’s lists and are up in heaven.

1357. What is evidenced when a man is not troubled by Satan’s temptations?

Answer. That he is “a house not watched.” It suggests that “the soul is so secure, that the person seeth not what devils come in, what go out.”

1358. How ought the soul to be watched?

Answer. “The watch set by God's fear examineth all messengers that come in, all motions, all suggestions, all angels white and black, all rises, falls, ebbings and flowings of love, joy, desire, fear, sorrow, come under search and scrutiny.”

1359. How may God’s judicial hardening be described?

Answer. “God's way of hardening by Satan, is often mysterious, silent, dumb, and speaketh not.”

1360. Is it God’s purpose and desire to make all to see?

Answer. No, For Jesus said, John 9:39, “For judgment I am come into this world, that they which see not might see; and that they which see might be made blind;” and God gives the commandment, Isa. 6:10, “shut their eyes; lest they see with their eyes, … and convert, and be healed.”

1361. What makes this judgment of God’s blinding so terrible?

Answer. It is a judgment that does not speak. God puts out the eyes of a man’s soul so that he knows not the danger he is in, and so never seeks salvation from his present fearful state.

1362. What would Rutherford say to the world?

Answer. “Oh, sleeping world! awake out of your rotten and false peace.”

1363. What may be said of a dumb judgment?

Answer. “A dumb judgment is twice a judgment.” It is a terrible thing that a man be brought to judgment in this way, and a yet more terrible thing that he must then be judged, having been so ripened and fatted for the slaughter, to the glory of God’s justice.
