The TRYAL & TRIVMPH of FAITH

By Samuel Rutherfurd
Question Set 15: Sermon 17

536. What is the first thing to be observed?

Answer. "The woman's witty answer;" who takes hold of an argument in her favour by granting Christ's conclusion.

537. What is the second thing to be observed about Faith?

Answer. Faith is always ready and able to "draw saving conclusions from hard principles, and to extract the spirit of the promises;"—so it resists temptations.

538. What is the third thing to be observed about Faith?

Answer. Faith will contradict temptations, and so modestly refute Christ when he tries our Faith.

539. When Christ comes with the temptation, "Thou art a transgressor from the womb," how will Faith answer?

Answer. "I confess, Lord, but Christ died for transgressors."

540. When Christ comes with the temptation, "Thou art under a curse," how will Faith answer?

Answer. "With a distinc​tion; it is too true, Lord: so I am by nature, but Christ was made a curse for me."

541. When Christ comes with the temptation, "Thou hast holden me at the door," how will Faith answer?

Answer. "I confess, Lord, it is so."

542. If Christ say, "I came not for thee, thou art a dog; to such belongeth not Christ, the bread of children," how ought the believer to answer?

Answer. "O Lord, with all reverence to thy holy Majesty, it is not so; I am thine, thou didst come for me, the bread belongeth to me."

543. Though the sinner dare not dispute his actions with Christ, what might he dispute?

Answer. His estate. He may argue his sonship as Christ did, without giving in to any assertion to the contrary.

544. Why do Antinomians err in laying the saints under a covenant of works for certain ends, regardless of their 'good intentions'?

Answer. (1) That is a murmuring against God's dispensation: let Christ tutor me as he thinketh good, he hath seven eyes, I have but one, and that too, dim. (2) We are not to make sad whom God hath not made sad, (Ezek. 13:22,) nor to make a lie of grace; Nor, (3) To usurp the devil's office, to accuse a brother, far less your​self.

545. What is the first way of humility?

Answer. It is lower than the lowest. Christ cannot put it lower because it sits in the dust. Confessing self worthy of Hell, it would scarce be a door-keeper in Heaven.

546. What is the second way of humility?

Answer. Though humility itself be an excellent virtue, it acknowledges Christ alone to be excellent, and to be possessed only by Grace, not by worthiness or desert. It is compelled to cast down its own crown at the throne of Christ.

547. What is the third way of humility?

Answer. All truly humbled saints cry up Christ, and cry down themselves. Job confesses mankind not only below grace & mercy, but also justice & wrath, seeing his vanity is not worthy to be noticed by God at all.

548. What is the fourth way of humility?

Answer. To the humble, all others are nearer to God than himself.

549. What is the fifth way of humility?

Answer. "The humble soul is a door-neighbour to grace. Christ is near a cast-down mourner in Sion, 'to give him beauty for ashes, the garment of praise for the spirit of heaviness,' (Isa. 61:3). Christ hath a napkin for the wet face of a humbled sinner."

550. What is the sixth way of humility?

Answer. The humble cannot complain of God's dispensation. Humble David,—"But if the Lord say, I have no de​light in thee, behold, here am I, let him do to me as seemeth good to him." (1 Sam. 15:26.)

551. What is the seventh way of humility?

Answer. It hath a sure and living hope that shall not be broken.

552. What are nine scripture promises that assure us that the hope of the humble shall not be broken?

Answer. (1) "God shall save the humble," (Job 22:29); (2) "And hear his desire," (Psalm 10:17); (3) "Revive his spirit," (Isa. 57:15); (4) "Beautify him with salvation," (Psalm 149:4); (5.) "Honour him," (Prov. 15:33); (6) "Satisfy him," (Psalm 22:26); (7) "Guide him in judgment," (Psalm 25:9); (8) "Increase his joy," (Isa. 29:19); (9) "Bless him," (Matt. 5:5,) and give him a sure inheritance.

553. Why ought not the humble to put himself out of Grace's writing?

Answer. Because God puts him in: Grace is mercy given for nothing, and the promise is made to the humble.

554. What is the first use to be made of this doctrine?

Answer. We must beware of pride; for if we will not bow to God, he will break us.

555. What is to be understood from the phrases used by Scripture to refer to the proud?

Answer. James says that they are but an appearance, from which we may note that that they are no such thing as they would seem to be. Further, (1) God knoweth them afar off: he despises them, not being pleased to look upon them with more than a by-glance while they are far away. (2) God counts pride as his enemy and does not love to come near it, seeing it is his oldest enemy, which yet aspires to exalt itself over him.

556. What is the second use to be made of this doctrine?

Answer. We must admire the rich mercy of Christ, who will admit of dog into his kingdom. Christ, in his grace, will condescend to black his fair hands that he may wash foul and defiled dogs.

557. How does the legal spirit shame the glory of the ransom-payer in this matter of salvation by grace?

Answer. By seeking to make price with Christ, and compound with everlasting grace.

558. Is it any shame to die in Christ's debt?

Answer. It is no shame to him—he counts it his glory to be gracious;—and, it is no shame to us, for, all are below Christ, "angels and saints shall be Christ's debtors, for eternity of ages; and, so long as God is God, sinners shall be in grace's account-book."

559. What is the third use to be made of this doctrine? (Not numbered in Free Church edition.)

Answer. The truly humbled must be, and will be, stirred up to much thankfulness. So we must beware all unthankfulness.

560. What is the first stream whence unthankfulness floweth?

Answer. "Contemning and despising God's instruments: The valour of Jephthah is no mercy to Israel, because the elders hate and despise a bastard, (Judges 11:1,2,6).… Not only God, but all his instruments that he worketh by, must be eye-sweet to us, and carry God and omnipotency on their foreheads, else the mercy is no mercy to us."

561. What is the second stream whence unthankfulness floweth?

Answer. Misapprehensions on the part of those who receive God's mercies. "A little cross can wash away the sense of a great mercy."

562. What example of both of these, from among the English, does Mr. Rutherford mention?

Answer. The Independents despised the Presbyterian Reformation of England and counted the removal of the service-book from amongst them no mercy, simply because they had not obtained that "reformation" in Church Government which they desired.

563. What is it when men are unthankful for God's mercies because they would have had their mercies shaped another way?

Answer. It "is a directing of the Spirit of the Lord, to teach God how to shape and flower his mercies toward us."

564. Why cannot our desires be the rule of our thankfulness?

Answer. Because, "There is a crook in our best desires, and a rule cannot admit of a crook, even in relation to the creature, far less, to him who doth all things after the counsel of his own will."

565. What doctrine is asserted by Protestants against the Antinomians?

Answer. "A justified believer is to confess his sins, and to have a sense and sorrow for them, though they be pardoned."

566. What Scripture commandment and practice demonstrates this duty as pertaining even to God's people?

Answer. "Speak unto the children of Israel, when a man or a woman shall commit any sin that men commit to do a trespass against the Lord, and that person be guilty, then they shall confess their sin that they have done," (Numbers 5:6).

567. What Scripture promise demonstrates this duty as pertaining even to believers, and that concerning sins as before God, and not only before men?

Answer. "Confess your faults one to another, and pray one for another, that ye may be healed. The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much." (James 5:16).

568. What simple precept, if regarded at all, might have prevented this error, had not the Libertine spirit of the Antinomians led them to throw off this duty with the same regard for it as the natural man?

Answer. "That as many as say, 'Our Father,' to God in prayer, should also say, 'Forgive us our sins, as we forgive them that sin against us.'"

569. What vain shift do the Antinomians use to deny the Christian's duty of sorrowful confession of sins, in the face of so many Scripture testimonies against them, holding this forth as a commendable practice of God's people?

Answer. "They say, The church prayeth and confesseth in name of the wicked party, not in name of the justified ones."

570. How is this vain shift refuted?

Answer. "As many as were afflicted confessed their sins for the which the hand of God was upon them. Now God's hand was upon all: Daniel and Jeremiah were carried away captive; yea the whole seed of Jacob, (Isa. 42:24,25; Isa. 64:5-7). And Jeremiah, in name of the whole captive church, saith, 'The Lord is righteous, for I have sinned,' (Lament. 1:16)."

571. What are some Scripture promises which refute this devilish tenet of the Antinomians?

Answer. "Whoso confesseth and forsaketh their sins, shall have mercy," (Prov. 28:13). "If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive," (1 John 1:8,9). "If they shall confess their iniquity, then will I remember my covenant with Jacob," (Lev. 26:40,42).

572. As for precepts enjoining our duty to mourn for sin, when James commands to, "Be afflicted, and mourn, and weep; let your laughter be turned to mourning, and your joy to hea​viness. Humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord and he shall lift you up." (James 4:9,10), why ought we to assume that he meant that these things should be done on account of sin?

Answer. "There is better reason to mourn for sin, because they did lust, war, and were contentious, than because there were afflictions on them. Nature will cause any to cry when punishment is on them; but not nature but grace, not the flesh but the Spirit causeth men sorrow for sin as sin."

573. What promise concerning the New Testament times proves that it is the duty of believers to mourn for sin?

Answer. "And I will pour upon the house of David, and upon the inhabitants of Jerusalem, the Spirit of grace and sup​plication, and they shall look upon me whom they have pierced, and they shall mourn, as one mourneth for his only-begotten son," (Zech. 12:10).

574. For whom are the consolations of Christ ordained?

Answer. The consolations of Christ were ordained for mourners; yet not legal mourners, but those who are weary, heavy laden for sin, and come to Christ.

575. When is the conscience in a right frame?

Answer. When it is affected with a sense of the least sin.

576. What mark of the wicked man, as noted in Scripture, proves that believers ought to mourn for sin?

Answer. "When wicked men sin, their conscience is past feeling (Eph. 4:19): and seared as with an hot iron, (1 Tim. 4:2)."

577. What argument against the believer's duty of mourning for sin, do the Antinomians assert to encourage conscienceless-ness?

Answer. "If we, being justified, cannot, but out of unbelief, sorrow for a sin, that be​fore God is no sin; as it is (Jer. 50:20,) fully removed and taken away, (John 1:29; Micah 7:19,) cast in the depths of the sea, (as libertines argue); for then (say they) we were both to believe that that sin remaineth, and maketh the justified person liable to eternal wrath, and so, to sorrow for it, as sin before God; and also to believe that it is taken away, and maketh the person not liable to eternal wrath; which are contradictory."

578. How does Mr. Rutherford prove the vanity & wickedness of their argumentation?

Answer. If such argumentation were good, the Antinomians might as easily conclude that it is not the Christian's duty to eschew evil and be averse to sin before it is committed, for they believe all sins of the elect to be no sins, even before they are committed, through their doctrine of "Eternal Justification."

579. What false ground of the Antinomians, whereon this reasoning is founded, is inconsistent with the object of faith?

Answer. "That all sins, past, pre​sent, and to come, are equally removed, pardoned, yea, and in Christ taken away, as if they never had been."

580. Were this Antinomian principal sound, what might David have said, rather than ever confessing his sins?

Answer. 'Lord, I shall never sin: though I am to commit adultery, and to murder innocent Uriah tomorrow, yet thou, O God, neither tomorrow, nor at any time, dost see my foolishness and sins.'—And so, amongst the Antinomians, he would have been counted an holy & spiritual man, with excellent and strong gospel faith.

581. What blasphemous accusation against the Protestant churches does Mr. Eaton spew forth in his "Honeycomb of Justification"?

Answer. Eaton counts it a mark of an hypocrite not yet humbled for the imperfections of his sanctification, when a professor confesses that God yet seeth the imperfections of his sanctification even once he is justified.

582. What is it that Eaton intends to prove in all of this?

Answer. "That we are not both righteous in the sight of God, and yet sinners in ourselves."

583. To condemn what Protestant belief do the Antinomians join in with the Papists?

Answer. That "'the guilt of original sin is taken away in baptism, but that sin, and that which is essentially sin, dwelleth in us, while we are here, as the sad complaints of justified saints do testify,' as Chemnitius observeth."
