The TRYAL & TRIVMPH of FAITH

By Samuel Rutherfurd
Question Set 28: Sermon 22
971. After having discussed what faith is, what will now be explained?

Answer. What great faith is.

972. What is the first characteristic of a great faith?

Answer. A great faith is “a strong praying and crying faith.”

973. Contrary to the strong faith of those such as Paul, who cried to be rid of his sins, what are two characteristics of a weak faith?

Answer. (1) It will not pray against certain idol sins; or, (2) When such a believer prays against such sins, it is with half a desire to not be heard.

974. What is the second characteristic of a great faith?

Answer. A great faith cries with instant pleading in faith.

975. Wherein first is the instant pleading of a great faith exemplified?

Answer. Great faith has no regard for what any have to speak against it, but is determinately set upon its object, though all others should mock and that object itself speak somewhat against such faith.

976. Wherein secondly is the instant pleading of a great faith exemplified?

Answer. A great faith becomes stronger and more active in proportion to its greater grace to get a clearer sight of Christ by faith.

977. Wherein thirdly is the instant pleading of a great faith exemplified?

Answer. A great faith is faith flourishing under “Christ’s high spring-tide,” which makes faith so instant as to believe even against hope.

978. Wherein fourthly is the instant pleading of a great faith exemplified?

Answer. A great faith works by a miracle of God, making it instant even when “midnight speaketh blackness of wrath,” for otherwise it should be as a clock with broken wheels and fallen weights.

979. What is the first objection made in light of these things?

Answer. “But I aim and endeavour to believe, but can do nothing, and, without His grace, my violence to heaven is without fruit.”

980. How is this objection answered?

Answer. “It is true the Semipelagians' halving of the work of believing, and the glory of it, between co-operating grace and [free-]will, as if nature could divide the spoil with the grace of Christ, is damnable pride; but it is God's way to halve the work between Christ within, in regard of the habit of grace, and Christ without, in regard of the assisting grace of God.”

981. If God has determined that there should be a certain concatenation of Grace in the life of a believer, whereby he will reward grace with grace, of mere grace, what ought one to do?

Answer. “Believe, that he may believe; pray, that he may pray.”

982. What is the second objection made in light of these things?

Answer. “But who can act saving grace, without the blowing of saving grace? I can no more do it, than I can command the west wind to blow when I list.”

983. How is this objection answered?

Answer. “We cannot create the breathings of the Spirit; yet are we to miss these breathings? and this is a fitting of the sails, and we are to join with the Spirit's breathings.” Though whatsoever little is called for of us in this point is not had in stock, yet, “therefore hath God or​dered such a dispensation, that in all stirrings of grace, the first spring, Principium motus, the fountain-rise of calling Jesus Lord, shall be up in heaven at the right hand of the Father.”

984. Why is it more fitting that Grace be the first rise of all acts of grace, than that grace should be free-will’s debtor?

Answer. (1) There is “more reason that Christ be creditor, than debtor to his redeemed ones.” (2) “I know the child of God may be so far forth lazy, as that it is his fault that the wind bloweth not, if we speak of a moral cause.” (3) “It is his part to join with the working of assisting grace: ‘Whereunto I also labour, striving according to his working, which worketh in me migh​tily.’ (Col. 1:29.)”

985. Although God has by his own free promise obliged himself to give grace unto perseverance to all of his elect, yet, what liberty has he reserved to himself herein?

Answer. “He hath reserved a liberty to himself, to co-operate with them in particular acts, as it shall be their sin, not his withdrawing of grace that maketh them guilty, to the end we know we are in graces debt, in all good and supernatural acts.”

986. What is the first reason why Grace in the work of faith must begin, and so begin, as we are guilty in not following?

Answer. “God cannot make a promise of contributing this bowing and predeterminating grace, but in a way suitable to free grace; for God cannot change grace unto natural debt, it remaining grace, for so it should be grace, and no grace, which is a contradiction.”

987. What is the second reason why Grace in the work of faith must begin, and so begin, as we are guilty in not following?

Answer. “The Lord hath reserved liberty to himself in this promise, that in this or that particular act (the omission whereof may consist with persever​ance in grace), he may contribute his influence of grace, or not contribute it.”

988. What is the third reason why Grace in the work of faith must begin, and so begin, as we are guilty in not following?

Answer. “Seasons of acts of grace to believe, to walk in any warmness of love to Christ and his mem​bers, are fruits of royal liberty and free grace. Who hath the key of the house of wine, to stay the soul with the flagons and apples of love? Certainly, it is the king himself, that taketh the spouse into his ban​queting house, (Cant. 2:4).”

989. Why are our failings and sins imputed to us, rather than to the Holy Spirit, who in such acts withdraws his influence, which otherwise would have preserved us from such sin?

Answer. Because “we so sin through the want of the motions of efficacious grace, as through the want of a physical, not of a moral cause; and so, as we are most willing to want that influence, and so are guilty before the Lord.”

990. What is the fourth reason why Grace in the work of faith must begin, and so begin, as we are guilty in not following?

Answer. God himself has reasons to work so.

991. What is the first reason why God so works?

Answer. “It suiteth not Grace to work by en​gagement; the spirit of the living creatures is within every wheel of Christ, that it must move from an in​ward principle: the motion of saving grace, is Christ's heart wheeled about by itself, and by no foreign cause without itself: love worketh as love without boon or bribe from men or angels.”

992. What is the second reason why God so works?

Answer. “God delights to have men and angels his debtors. Grace holdeth an open and a free inn, with all the dainties that Christ can make, to all comers and goers, for nothing but thanks, and heartily welcome.”

993. What is the third reason why God so works?

Answer. “That we cannot be masters of one good act, without His preventing grace, evidenceth what nature is, and maketh grace both my staff and my convoy in at heaven's gates; nature and free-will must stoop and do homage to Christ.”

994. What is the fourth reason why God so works?

Answer. “The Lord will have us take to heaven with us, a book of the psalms and praises of grace, that in that land we may extol and advance free grace, and may hold the book in our hand all the way, and sigh, and weep, and sing, and adore the Saviour of free grace, and may take grace's bill in our hand into heaven with us.”

995. For what three things will believer’s always be in God’s debt, and so necessitated to praise him even more in heaven, in lieu of paying our debt?

Answer. (1) For his promise of grace here. (2) For the intercession that Christ makes for us even now. (3) For the stirrings of his grace that move us to our duties, without which we would not otherwise stir up ourselves to duty, though it is our duty to do so.

996. What is the third objection considered?

Answer. “Then Adam, yet sinless, was to believe weakness and sin in himself, before he sinned.”

997. How is this answered?

Answer. “Not so, but he was to have that which, by analogy, answereth to sense of sin, that is, a sinless consciousness and so​licitude, that if God should withdraw his stirring and predeterminating influence of corroborating him to will and to do (you may call it grace), he should fall.”

998. How are angels Christ’s debtors?

Answer. “Angels are debtors to Christ their head, for redemption from all possible sins, no less than we are (though the degrees of altitude of grace varieth much), the obliged underlings of such a bountiful landlord, for redemption from actual misery.”

999. What is the third characteristic of a great faith?

Answer. “That is a great faith, that is not broken with a temptation.”

1000. What three things does a great faith do when confronted with a temptation?

Answer. (1) Take strength from the temptation. (2) Positively resist the temptation by cleaving to ones innocency with a greater jealousy thereof. (3) Conquer Omnipotency by believing: asserting with Job, Though the Lord should slay me, I will trust in him.

1001. Why ought the believer to continue his prayers to God, though they seem to go unanswered for twenty years or more?

Answer. “Be​cause prayer and believing are acts of honouring God, though they never benefit thee, it argueth strong grace, and so great faith, that it can be said, there be ten years, twenty years of reiterated acts of faith, and prayers of such a man lying up before the throne.”

1002. Under what similitude does scripture hold forth the weakness or softness of a temporary faith?

Answer. "When the sun riseth anon, he is offended, and withereth quickly." (Matt 13:21.)

1003. Why will not the martyrs of Jesus Christ accept deliverance on the sinful terms of their persecutors?

Answer. “Faith looks for a better resurrection.” They thoroughly believe that Christ is worthy of tortures.

1004. What is the fourth characteristic of a strong faith?

Answer. “That faith is argued to be strong, that hath no light of comfort, but walketh in darkness upon the margin and borders of a hundred deaths, and yet stays upon the Lord, (Isa. 50:11).”

1005. Who are found to be weak believers?

Answer. “Sense and comforts are external subsidies and helps to faith, and those that cannot believe but upon feelings, and sense of the sweetness of comforts, are hence argued to have weak and broken inclinations and principles of faith.”

1006. Contrariwise, what argues a great strength of faith?

Answer. “The more freeness and ingenuity of spirit that is in believing, the more strength of faith; for that is most connatural, that hath least need of hire.”

1007. What allusion is used by Rutherford to depict the freeness of a strong faith?

Answer. “You need not give hire, reward, or bribes to the mother's affection, to work upon her, and cause her to love her child: love can hardly be hired; nature is stronger than rewards or any externals. Comforts are but the hire of serving of God, and the results of believing in a sad condition.”

1008. What is Rutherford’s first caution that he would have us consider?

Answer. “(1.) God leadeth some strong ones to heaven, whose affections are soft as David's were, (Psalms 35:13; 119:25,28; 136:53; 6:6). And yet faith is strong, (Psalm 22:1). God possibly immedi​ately working upon the assenting, or believing faculty, leaving the affections to their own native disposition.”

1009. What is Rutherford’s second caution that he would have us consider?

Answer. “(2.) God useth some privileged dispensations, so as a strong believer shall doubt upon no good ground, (Psalm 116:11), God so disposing, that grace may ap​pear to be grace, and the man but flesh.”

1010. What is Rutherford’s third caution that he would have us consider?

Answer. “(3.) Softness of affection, and light of comfort, may by accident con​cur with strong acts of believing; for, with these, in many, there is little light, much faith, and they should, without those apples given to children, strongly believe; and God, to confirm his own, of mere indulgence sweeteneth affections.”

1011. How do comforts usually come to the believer?

Answer. “If God give comforts, ordinarily it is a sort of indulgence of grace, or the grace of grace. It is true, rejoicing falleth under a gospel commandment, (Phil. 4:4,) yet so, as God hath not tied the sweet of the comfort of believing to believing, that you may know its strength of faith, that is, the principle of strong faith, as intense and strong habits make strong acts.”

1012. Does a believer have any warrantable ground to expect such comforts in this life?

Answer. No. “God keepeth some in a sad condition all their life, who are experienced believers, and they never feel the com​fort of faith till the splendour of glory glance on their eyes; as one experienced believer, kept under sadness and fear for eighteen years, at length came to this, I enjoy and rejoice, with joy unspeakable and glorious; but he lived not long after.”

1013. What three considerations may be given to answer why some true believers go all this life walking in comfort, and come at last to die with little expression of comfort and feeling?

Answer. “(1) God walketh in liberty here. (2) He would not have us to limit the breathings of the Holy Ghost to jump with our hour of dying. (3) We may make an idol of a begun heaven, as if it were more excellent than Christ.”

1014. What is Rutherford’s conclusion concerning this entire topic?

Answer. “To conclude, little evidence, much adherence, speaketh a strong faith.”
