The TRYAL & TRIVMPH of FAITH

By Samuel Rutherfurd
Question Set 16: Sermon 18, List 1.

584. What does Mr. Rutherford mean in saying that the Antinomians make Justification & free grace, their common-place of divinity?
Answer. They believe that they only have understanding of the Gospel of Jesus Christ and his Grace, as though it were their own doctrine, and held by none others.

585. Wherein do the Antinomians err, confounding and mixing what the Word distinguishes, and thus demonstrating their ignorance of that Doctrine they claim to understand above all others?

Answer. They would have Justification to remove sin by something more than a law way, so that not only the obligation to punishment, and guiltiness of the sinner, should be thereby removed, but likewise sin itself, in its physical indwelling & essence.

586. What do Protestants count as blasphemy, as it detracts from the peculiar glory of Christ in our Justification?

Answer. "Hence we say, in this regard it is blasphemy to say, that tears of sinners do wash away sin; that sorrow for sin and fasting pacifieth, or removeth God's wrath."

587. What distinction must be made when we encounter such phrases in the writings of the Church Fathers?

Answer. "We must distinguish between the lax rhetoric, and the strict divinity of Fathers."

588. What cry of Paul contradicts the Antinomian doctrine of Justification?

Answer. "I am carnal, sold under sin. I know that in me, that is, in my flesh, dwelleth no good. O wretched man that I am, who shall deliver me from the body of this death?" (Rom. 7:14,18,24).

589. What first absurd conclusion would follow upon the Antinomians' denial that a sinful flesh opposite to faith dwelleth in the justified?

Answer. Then David, Job, & Paul did lie in their confessions, "for to speak contrary to the language of Justifying Faith must be a lie."

590. What second absurd conclusion would follow upon the Antinomians' denial that a sinful flesh opposite to faith dwelleth in the justified?

Answer. Then the saints who so confessed their sins were "not really carnal, and sold under sin, but only accord​ing to the sinful doubting and apprehension of the flesh. Paul's crying out of the body of sin, was an irrational, fleshly, and hypocritical complaint."

591. What third absurd conclusion would follow upon the Antinomians' denial that a sinful flesh opposite to faith dwelleth in the justified?

Answer. "We are not to grow in the grace of sanctification, and ab​stinence from yielding to the motions of the flesh, because, if there be no sinful imperfections in our sanctification, we are not to grow in grace really, but only in the false and hypocritical apprehension of the flesh."

592. What fourth absurd conclusion would follow upon the Antinomians' denial that a sinful flesh opposite to faith dwelleth in the justified?

Answer. "If God see nothing of sin in the saints after their justification, then there can be no sin in them after justification; and so, the justified cannot sin, except they may sin, and yet God cannot see them sin, contrary to Psalms 69:5; & 139:1-3."

593. What two things demonstrate that John, in saying, (1 John 1:8), If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us, does not refer to men as they are considered in a state of nature and unjustified?

Answer. (1) The justified are to confess (verse 9,) that God is faithful to forgive their sins; and (2) John answers, "If we sin, we have an Advocate with the Father," (1 John 2:1.)

594. What fifth absurd conclusion would follow upon the Antinomians' denial that a sinful flesh opposite to faith dwelleth in the justified?

Answer. Then, "Christ commanding these who have a Father in heaven, to pray, 'Forgive us our sins,' commandeth them daily to pray out of a fleshly doubting, not from the spirit of faith."

595. Of what is the Scripture most clear?

Answer. "That the fairest face that is now shining in glory, was once even in the kingdom of grace, and in the state of justification, blacked with sin, and sin-burnt, by reason of sin dwel​ling in them; "For there is no man that sinneth not." (1 Kings 8:46.)

596. Who of old taught that justified souls were free of inherent sin, as do the Antinomians & Libertines of today?

Answer. The Pelagians, and particularly Augustine's opponent Julian.

597. What was Augustine's answer on this matter?

Answer. 'That sin dwelleth in the regenerate, but it is not im​puted, and concupiscence after baptism is removed—not that it is not, but that in the court of justice it is not reckoned on our score.'

598. When shall all indwelling sin be removed?

Answer. Only in the state of glory, when, having already been freed from the "second Act" or result of sin, that is, law-guilt and obligation to wrath, through Justification, we shall then be perfected in sanctification so that sin shall then be removed "root and branch," and not till then.

599. Whose doctrine is the worst in this matter: the Antinomians, or the Papists? Why?

Answer. The Antinomians, because the Papists at least acknowledge that we shall always have some little sins, 'venials', with us in this life; but the doctrine of the Antinomians makes the justified free even from all of these.

600. How does the Protestant doctrine stand good with the New Testament in this point?

Answer. Paul, in order to prove that justification is not by the works of the law, argues from the sinfulness of the works of all men, including those justified, (Romans 3, from Psalm 14), which implies that even the good works of the justified are somewhat corrupted by their impure hearts, and are thus accounted sinful before God, insofar as they proceed from the worker.

601. If sinful and fleshly unbelief is the cause of those complaints of the saints, as that found in Romans 7:24, O wretched man that I am, who shall de​liver me from the body of this death? what absurdity would then follow?

Answer. Then we must say "that the combat between the flesh and the spirit shall come from the flesh."

602. What are some scripture passages expressing how completely, totally, and finally the sins of the Justified are removed as to their guilt?

Answer. They are "sought and not found, (Jer. 50:20,) and our transgressions are said 'to be blotted out, and blotted out as a thick cloud, and to be remembered no more,' (Isa. 43:25; 44:22; Psalm 51:1,) 'and to be subdued and cast into the depths of the sea,' (Mic. 7:19,) 'and we washed,' (Rev. 1:5;) 'and made whiter than the snow.' (Psalm 51:2.)" &c.
603. How does Rutherford state the difference between the two removals of sin?

Answer. "The former is a law-removal of sin, not the removal of the essence and being of sin; the other removal, is a physical removal in root and branch, and therefore, done by degrees, according to the measure of begun sanctification, and shall never be perfect in this life, till that habit of sanctification, which is contrary to sin, physically considered, shall be introduced, and the person perfected in glory: Whereas the former removal is so perfect, as the person is made spotless, and whiter than snow."

604. In Rutherford's illustration of this difference, what sort of removal of sin is represented by the work of the physician, and what sort of removal of sin is represented by the free pardon sent by the prince & state?

Answer. In the work of the physician is held forth to us the healing of the nature, and sanctification, whereby sin is removed in its very being. In the free pardon from the prince is held forth to us the nature of Justification.

605. In addition to the inherent and physical blot of sin, what else remains after Justification?

Answer. There yet also remains the gross contrariety between this sin and the holy Law of God.

606. What analogy may be drawn between this and the free acquitting of a man who has borrowed thousands and gone broke?

Answer. "The canceling of his bill freeth him in law, from paying the sums, but doth in no case make him a man that never borrowed money; nor doth it free him from that in​herent blot of injustice, in regard of which he is a broken man, who hath wasted his neighbour's goods."

607. What is the first reason why God will have his saints to go halting to heaven?

Answer. "He can, at our first conversion, make us glori​fied and perfected saints; but it is his wisdom to take a time and succession to perfect his saints: he took about thirty and three years on earth for the work of our redemption, and would for three days lodge in the grave, as it were a neighbour to "our father, corruption, and the worm, our brother and sister," (Job 17:14,) "though he saw no corruption," (Psalm 16:10)."

608. What would happen if the government of the creation were committed even to the most excellent of the angels for a mere forty-eight hours, whereby man's foolish doubting of the wisdom of God would be plainly displayed?

Answer. "The sun should not rise in due time, the walls and covering of the great building of the world should fall, the globe of the world, and of the whole earth 'should reel to and fro, and stagger like a drunken man,' all should go to confusion."

609. What then should come of it if we had the world of grace committed into our care?

Answer. "We would lose ourselves by the way, and take on new debt, that should require the new and fresh crucifying of the Lord of glory: we should be no better tutors, governors, and lords to ourselves, than Adam, and the angels that fell."

610. What is the second reason why God will have his saints to go halting to heaven?

Answer. "Grace worketh suitably to the nature of the patients. The vessel would be prepared with the fre​quent sense of grace, before Christ pour in it the habit of glory." Hereby "the glorified soldiers may take loads of experiences of free-grace to heaven with them, and there speak of their way, and their country, and of the praises of Him who hath 'redeemed them out of all nations, tongues, and languages.'"

611. What is the third reason why God will have his saints to go halting to heaven?

Answer. "As there is much, yea, an exceeding weight of glory in heaven, so it is convenient, that the way to heaven be strewed and covered with roses of renewed acts of free grace, and Christ's repeated expressions of new pardon, one expression coming after another;—that, since the saints pray daily, 'forgive us our sins,' it is in the wisdom of God fitting, that as glory in heaven is one continued act of happiness for all eternity, so the grace that maketh the old and sinful man a new creature, should be one continued act of grace."

612. What is the fourth reason why God will have his saints to go halting to heaven?

Answer. That Christ may be glorified in a continued intercession for his saints, and that of free grace. "The way to heaven was made long, and falls there must be in the way, to the end that I might lodge many nights and months by the way, with my guide Christ, and that my expenses and charges in the way might be free grace."

613. What is the fifth reason why God will have his saints to go halting to heaven?

Answer. "Faith hath its work in our gradual mortification. We believe that Christ shall perfect what he hath begun; so it was needful, that winter, and months of spring and summer, go before our harvest and reaping of the fruits of the tree of life."

614. What is the sixth reason why God will have his saints to go halting to heaven?

Answer. "Christ understandeth well the fundamental laws of the higher city, the new Jerusalem. The frame of the govern​ment of that kingdom is, that none be received as free citizens of glory, but such as have served apprentices, minors, little children, under tutors to grace and the way of holiness. He is of too short standing, who cometh hot and smoking out from his lusts, a justified sinner, to step immediately into glory; and so, here is a stranger welcomed to heaven from hell,—a child of Satan, playing at the devil's fireside yesterday, or the last hour; now this day, this same very hour, he must be enrolled amongst those who walk with the Lamb, in white."

615. What must be noted about the account of that man crucified with Christ, who was in each, the estate of darkness, the estate of grace, and the estate of glory, all in the same day, that men may be kept from foolish presumption and the licentious heresies of the Antinomians?

Answer. "There is but one example of it in all the Scripture."

616. What is the seventh reason why God will have his saints to go halting to heaven?

Answer. "The way to heaven is sweeter, that it should be here nulla dies sine linea, that every day and hour that we sin (as every hour we contract new debt), Christ's free grace might have its daily flux."

617. What is the first noble act of grace held forth through daily remissions of sin?

Answer. Our daily meriting a hell to ourselves for each of our sins "must cause the account of Christ's free grace to swell and arise to a deliverance from two, from seven, from innumerable hells." Many sins of the elect are written in the Lamb's book of life, that many pardons may be written over top of them to the praise of the Lamb.

618. What is the second noble act of grace held forth through daily remissions of sin?

Answer. "We are not saved com​pletely, because justified; but we are expectants of the divinity of immediate vision, and 'groan within ourselves, waiting for the adoption, the redemption of our body, and are saved by hope.' (Rom. 8:23,24.)" So grace acts within us to the glory of grace, stirring us up to long and desire for that to which we are given a title, and thus place great value upon it.

619. What is the third noble act of grace held forth through daily remissions of sin?

Answer. "In this consideration, we sigh in our fetters and bolts, and sin remaineth in us, for our exercise and humili​ation, that we may have an habitual engagement to Jesus Christ and his grace. That soul loveth much to whom much is forgiven; and, especially, when in sense and frequent experiences, much and multiplied backslidings are forgiven."
