
Study Series Lesson 1 of 11 on:
A

D I R E C TO RY
FOR

Publike Prayer, Reading the Holy Scriptures, Singing

of Psalms, Preaching of the Word, Administration

of the Sacraments; And other parts of the

Publike Worship of God, Ordinary

and Extraordinary.

Study of the Directory for the Public Worship of God by the Westminster Assembly 1644/1645.1

Context of the Solemn League and Covenant

First Article after Preface:

THAT we shall sincerely, really, and constantly, through the grace of GOD, endeavor, in our
several places and callings, the preservation of the reformed religion in the Church of Scotland,
in doctrine, worship, discipline, and government, against our common enemies; the reformation
of  religion  in  the  kingdoms  of  England  and  Ireland,  in  doctrine,  worship,  discipline,  and
government, according to the word of GOD, and the example of the best reformed Churches;
and  shall  endeavour  to  bring  the  Churches  of  GOD  in  the  three  kingdoms  to  the  nearest
conjunction  and  uniformity  in  religion,  confession  of  faith,  form  of  church-government,
directory for worship and catechising; that we, and our posterity after us, may, as brethren, live
in faith and love, and the Lord may delight to dwell in the midst of us. 

History of the Westminster Assembly from William M. Hetherington
(ed. 1856. pp. 157, 158, 178, 179.)

ABOUT a fortnight after the House of Commons had taken the Solemn League and Covenant, and
while the Assembly of Divines were engaged in discussing the doctrinal tenets of the sixteenth of
the Church of England's Thirty-nine Articles, on the 12th of October 1643, they received an order
from both Houses of Parliament, requiring them to direct their deliberations to the important topics
of discipline, and a directory of worship and government. The order was as follows:

“Upon serious consideration of the present state and conjuncture of the affairs of this kingdom,
the Lords and Commons assembled in Parliament do order, that the Assembly of Divines and
others do forthwith confer and treat among themselves, of such a discipline and government as
may be most agreeable to God's Holy Word, and most apt to procure and preserve the peace of
the Church at home, and nearer agreement with the Church of Scotland, and other Reformed
Churches  abroad,  to  be  settled  in  this  Church  in  stead  and  place  of  the  present  Church
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government  by  archbishops,  bishops,  and their  chancellors,  commissaries,  deans,  deans  and
chapters, archdeacons, and other ecclesiastical officers, depending upon the hierarchy, which is
resolved to be taken away; and touching and concerning the Directory of Worship, or Liturgy,
hereafter to be in the Church; and to deliver their opinions and advices of, and touching the
same, to both or either House of Parliament with all the convenient speed they can.”

By this order the attention of the Assembly was turned from any further examination of the Thirty-
nine Articles, and fairly directed to the important task for the accomplishment of which they had 
been called together.  Baillie informs us that Henderson did not entertain any sanguine
expectations of their conformity to the Church of Scotland, till they should have experienced the 
advantages of the Scottish army’s presence in England. [Vol. 2, p. 104.]  This proves that he was not
overreached by the English commissioners in the framing of the solemn League and Covenant, but 
was quite aware of the views and feelings which they entertained, although he cherished the hope 
that circumstances might lead to a better result.

… (page 178) As the discussions respecting the directory for public worship were not of such 
importance as those concerning government and discipline, and were first concluded, though not 
begun till after the other had continued for a considerable time, it will conduce to simplicity and 
clearness to give an outline of the former of these topics in the present place.

On the 21st  of  May,  1644,  Mr.  Rutherford moved for  the speeding of  the directory for  public
worship, to which no attention had hitherto been paid.  In consequence of this motion, Mr. Palmer,
chairman of the committee appointed for that purpose, gave in a report on the 24th, which brought
the subject fairly before the Assembly.  Some little difference of opinion arose, whether any other
person,  except  the  minister,  might  read  the  Scriptures  in  the  time  of  public  worship,  which
terminated in the occasional permission of probationers.  But when the subject of the dispensation
of the Lord’s Supper came under discussion, it gave rise to a sharp and protracted debate, chiefly
between  the  Independents  and  the  Scottish  Commissioners.  The  Independents  opposed  the
arrangement of the communicants, as seated at the communion table, it being the custom among
them for the people to remain in their pews; while the Scottish members urgently defended the
proposed method of seating themselves at the same table.  ► Another disputed point was, with
regard to the power of the minister to exclude ignorant or scandalous persons from communion. 
The debates on these points occupied the Assembly from the 10th of June to the 10th of July.  The
directory for the sacrament of baptism was also the subject of considerable debate, continued from
the 11th July to the 8th of August.  The directory for the sanctification of the Sabbath was readily
received; and a committee was appointed to procure a preface for the completed directory for public
worship.  This committee consisted of Messrs. Goodwin, Nye, Bridge, Burgess, Reynolds, Vines,
Marshall, and Dr. Temple, together with the Scottish ministers.  The appointment of so many of the
Independents was for the purpose of avoiding any renewal of the protracted contentions in which
they had so long held the Assembly, as we learn from Baillie. [Vol. 2, p. 242.]  This part of the
Assembly’s labors received the ratification of Parliament on the 22d of November, 1644; with the
exception of the directions for marriage and burial, which were finished on the 27th of the same
month, and soon afterwards the whole received the full ratification of Parliament.

History of the Book of Common Prayer and Liturgy (Discuss.)
• Prepared by Archbishop Thomas Cranmer and enacted by Act of Uniformity, 1549 (Edward VI.)
• Benefits: Standards, Accountability, Can be Implemented by Curates with little Training, etc.
• Problems: Formality, Offence, Inventions are Institutionalized, Superstition, etc.



Directory for the Public Worship of God

THE PREFACE.

IN the beginning of the blessed Reformation, our wise and pious Ancestors took care to set
forth an Order for Redress of many things, which they, then, by the Word, discovered to be
Vain,  Erroneous,  Superstitious,  and  Idolatrous,  in  the  Public  Worship  of  God.  This
occasioned many Godly and Learned men to rejoice much in the Book of Common-Prayer, at
that time set forth; Because the Mass, and the rest of the Latin Service being removed, the
Public Worship was celebrated in our own Tongue; many of the common People also received
benefit by hearing the Scriptures read in their own Language, which formerly were unto them
as a Book that is sealed.

Howbeit, long and sad Experience hath made it manifest, That the Liturgy used in the Church
of  England, (notwithstanding all the pains and Religious intentions of the Compilers of it,)
hath proved an offence, not only to many of the Godly at home; but also to the Reformed
Churches abroad.  For, not to speak of urging the Reading of all the Prayers, which very
greatly  increased  the  burden  of  it;  the  many  unprofitable  and  burdensome  Ceremonies,
contained in it, have occasioned much mischief, as well by disquieting the Consciences of
many godly Ministers and people, who could not yield unto them, as by depriving them of the
Ordinances of God, which they might not enjoy without conforming or Subscribing to those
Ceremonies.  Sundry good Christians have been by means thereof kept from the Lord’s table,
and divers able and faithful Ministers debarred from the exercise of their Ministry, (to the
endangering of many Thousand Souls,  in a time of such scarcity of faithful Pastors) and
spoiled of their livelihood, to the undoing of them and their Families. ► Prelates, and their
Faction have laboured to raise the Estimation of it to such a height, as if there were no other
Worship, or way of Worship of GOD amongst us, but only the Service-Book; to the great
hinderance of  the Preaching of  the Word,  and (in some places,  especially of  late)  to the
justling of it out, as unnecessary, or (at best) as far inferior to the Reading of Common-Prayer,
which was made no better than an Idol by many Ignorant and Superstitious People, who
pleasing themselves in their presence at that Service, and their Lip-labour in bearing a part in
it,  have  thereby  hardened  themselves  in  their  ignorance  and  carelessness  of  Saving
knowledge and true Piety.

In the mean time Papists boasted, that the Book was a compliance with them in a great part of
their Service, and so were not a little confirmed in their Superstition and Idolatry, expecting
rather  our  return  to  them,  than  endeavouring  the  Reformation  of  themselves:  In  which
expectation  they  were  of  late  very  much  encouraged,  when,  upon  the  pretended
warrantableness of imposing of the former Ceremonies, new ones were daily obtruded upon
the Church.

Add hereunto, (which was not foreseen, but since hath come to pass,) that the Liturgy hath



been a great means, as on the one hand to make and increase an idle and unedifying Ministry,
which contented itself with set Forms made to their hands by others, without putting forth
themselves to exercise the gift of Prayer, with which our Lord Jesus Christ pleaseth to furnish
all his Servants whom he calls to that office: So on the other side, it hath been (and ever
would be, if continued) a matter of endless strife and contention in the Church, and a snare
both to many godly and faithful Ministers, who have been persecuted and silenced upon that
occasion, and to others of hopeful parts, many of which have been, and more still would be
diverted from all thoughts of the Ministry to other studies; especially in these latter times,
wherein God vouchsafed to his people more and better means for the discovery of Error and
Superstition,  and  for  attaining  of  knowledge  in  the  Mysteries  of  godliness,  and  gifts  in
Preaching & Prayer.

Upon these, and many the like weighty considerations in reference to the whole Book in
general, and because of divers particulars contained in it; not from any love to Novelty, or
intention to disparage our first Reformers (of whom we are persuaded, that, were they now
alive,  they  would  join  with  us  in  this  Work,  and  whom  we  acknowledge  as  Excellent
Instruments raised by God to begin the Purging and Building of his House, and desire they
may be had of us and Posterity in everlasting Remembrance, with thankfulness and honour;)
but that we may in some measure answer the gracious Providence of God, which at this time
calleth upon us for farther Reformation, and may satisfy our own Consciences, and answer
the expectation of other Reformed Churches, and the desires of many of the godly among
ourselves,  and  withal  give  some public  Testimony for  our  endeavours  for  Uniformity  in
Divine Worship, which we have promised in our Solemn League and Covenant: We have,
after earnest and frequent calling upon the Name of God, and after much Consultation, not
with flesh and blood, but with his holy Word, resolved to lay aside the former Liturgy, with
the many Rites and Ceremonies formerly used in the Worship of God: And have agreed upon
this following Directory for all the parts of Public Worship, at ordinary and extraordinary
times.

Wherein our care hath been to hold forth such things as are of Divine Institution in every
Ordinance;  and other things we have endeavoured to set  forth according to the Rules of
Christian Prudence, agreeable to the general Rules of the Word of God: Our meaning therein
being only that the general heads, the sense and scope of the Prayers, and other parts of
Public Worship being known to all,  there may be a consent of all the Churches, in those
things that contain the substance of the Service and Worship of God; And the Ministers may
be hereby directed, in their Administrations to keep like soundness in Doctrine and Prayer;
and may, if need be, have some help and furniture: And yet so, as they become not hereby
slothful  and  negligent  in  stirring  up  the  gifts  of  Christ  in  them:  But,  that  each  one,  by
Meditation, by taking heed to himself and the Flock of God committed to him, and by wise
observing the ways of Divine Providence, may be careful to furnish his heart and tongue with
further, or other materials of Prayer and Exhortation, as shall be needful upon all occasions.


