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Ezekiel 43.11: And if they be ashamed of all that they have done, shew them the form of
the house, and the fashion thereof, and the goings out thereof, and the comings in
thereof, and all the forms thereof, and all the ordinances thereof, and all the forms
thereof, and all the laws thereof: and write it in their sight, that they may keep the
whole form thereof, and all the ordinances thereof, and do them.

Compiled by the Westminster Assembly, and adopted by the General Assembly of the Church of
Scotland, 1645.02.10, Session 16.  Thereafter revised by the Westminster Assembly, as a
Directory, with an additional section on Church Censures.

Teacher or Doctor.

He Scripture doth hold out the name and title of Teacher, as well as of the Pastor, 1  Cor.
12.28. Epheſ. 4.11.T

Who is also a Minister of the Word, as well as the Pastor, and hath power of administration
of the Sacraments.1

The Lord having given different gifts, and divers exercises according to these gifts in the
Ministry of the Word, Rom. 12.6-8, 1 Cor. 12.1, 4-7, Though these different gifts may meet in
and accordingly be exercised by one and the same Minister, 1 Cor. 14.3, 2 Tim. 4.2, Titus 1.9,
yet where be several Ministers in the same Congregation, they may be designed to several
employments, according to the different gifts in which each of them doth most excel,  Rom.
12.6-8, 1 Pet.  4.10,11, And he that doth more excel in exposition of Scriptures, in teaching
sound Doctrine, and in convincing gain-sayers, than he doth in application, and is accordingly

1 See the related adopting act of the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland, and chapter 5 of
the  Church of  Scotland’s  Second Book of  Discipline,  for  further  information on the  difference
between the office of Doctor and Pastor. 
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employed therein, may be called a Teacher, or Doctor, (the places alledged by the Notation of
the Word doth prove the Proposition.)  Nevertheless, where is but one Minister in a particular
Congregation,  he  is  to  perform,  so  far  as  he  is  able,  the  whole  work  of  the  Ministry,  as
appeareth in the 2 Tim. 4.2, Titus 1.9, before alledged, 1 Tim. 6.2.

A Teacher or Doctor is of most excellent use in Schools, and Universities, as of old in the
Schools of the Prophets, and at Jerusalem, where Gamaliel and others taught as Doctors.

Other Church Governours.

S there were in the Jewish Church,  Elders of  the people joined with the Priests  and
Levites in the Government of the Church (as appeareth in the 2 Chro. 19.8-10,) So Christ,

who hath instituted a Government, and Governours Ecclesiastical in the Church, hath furnished
some in his Church, beside the Ministers of the Word, with gifts for Government, and with
commission to execute the same when called thereunto, who are to join with the Minister in the
Government of the Church,  Rom.  12.7,8, 1 Cor.  12.28, which Officers Reformed Churches
commonly call Elders.

A

Deacons.

He Scripture doth hold out Deacons as distinct officers in the 
Church. Phil. 1.1. 1 Tim. 3.8.T

Whose office is perpetual, 1 Tim. 3, to verse 15, Acts 6.1-4.  To whose office it belongs not
to preach the Word or administer the Sacraments, but to take special care in distributing to the
necessities of the poor, Acts 6.1-4, and the verses following.

An Excerpt from the Second Book of Discipline, 1578, Respecting Ruling Elders.

CHAP. 6: Of Elders, and their Office.

HE word Elder in the Scripture, sometime is the name of Age, sometime of Office. When
it is the name of any Office, some time it is taken largely, comprehending as well the

Pastors and Doctors, as them who are called Seniors or Elders.
T

In this our division, we call these Elders, whom the Apostles call Presidents or Governors.
Their office as it is ordinary, so is it perpetual and always necessary in the Kirk of God. The
Eldership is a spiritual function, as is the Ministry.

Elders once lawfully called to the office, and having gifts from God meet to exercise the
same,  may  not  leave  it  again.  Albeit  such  a  number  of  Elders  may  be  chosen  in  certain
Congregations, that one part of them may relieve another for a reasonable space, as was among
the Levites under the Law in serving of the Temple.

The number of the Elders in every Congregation cannot well  be limited, but should be



according to the bounds and necessity of the people.

It is not necessary that all Elders be also teachers of the word, albeit the chief ought to be
such and so are worthy of double-honor.

What manner of persons they ought to be, we referr it to the express word, and namely the
Canons written by the Apostle Paul. [1 Tim. 3.1-7; Titus 1.5-9.]

Their office is as well severally, as conjunctly, to watch diligently upon the flock committed
to their charge, both publickly, and privately, that no corruption of Religion, or manners, enter
therein.

As the Pastors and Doctors should be diligent in teaching and sowing the seed of the Word,
so the Elders should be careful in seeking the fruit of the same in the people.

It appertains to them to assist the Pastor in examination of them that come to the Lords
Table: item, in visiting the sick.

They should cause the acts of the Assemblies, as well particular as general to be put in
execution carefully.

They should be diligent in admonishing all men of their duty according to the rule of the
Evangel.

Things that they cannot correct by private admonitions they should bring to the Eldership.

Their principal office is to hold Assemblies with the Pastors & Doctors who are also of their
number, for establishing of good order and execution of discipline, unto the which Assemblies
all persons are subject that remain within their bounds.

An Excerpt from the First Book of Discipline, 1560.

A Needful Provision for the Time:

For Readers.

TO the Churches where no ministers can be had presently, must be appointed the most apt men that
distinctly can read the common prayers & the Scriptures,  to exercise both themselves and the
Church, till they they grow to greater perfection, and in process of time, he that is but a reader, may
attain to a farther degree, and by consent of the Church, and discreet ministers, may be permitted to
minister  the  Sacraments,  but  not  before  that  he  be  able  somewhat  to  persuade by wholesome
doctrine, beside his reading, and be admitted to the Ministry, as before is said.  Some we know that
of long time have professed Christ Jesus, whose honest conversation deserveth praise of all godly
men,  and  whose  knowledge  also  might  greatly  help  the  simple,  and  yet  they  only  content
themselves with reading, – these must be animated, and by gentle admonition encouraged by some
exhortation  to  comfort  their  brethren  and  so  they  may  be  admitted  to  administration  of  the
sacraments; but such readers as neither have have had exercise, nor continuance in Christs true
religion, must abstain from ministration of the sacraments, till they give declaration and witnessing
of  their  honesty  and  further  knowledge,  [[that  none  be  admitted  to  preach,  but  they  that  are



qualified therefore, but rather be retained readers, and such as are preachers already, not found
qualified therefore, by the superintendent, be placed to be readers.]]

The Head of the Superintendents.

BECAUSE we have appointed a larger stipend to them that shall be Superintendents than to the
rest of the Ministers, we have thought good to signify to your Honors such reasons as moved us to
make  difference  betwixt  Preachers  at  this  time,  as  also  how many  Superintendents  we  think
necessary, with their bounds, office, election and causes that may deserve deposition from that
charge.

We consider that if the Ministers whom God hath endowed with his singular graces amongst us
should be appointed to several places there to make their continual residence, that then the greatest
part of the Realm should be destitute of all doctrine; which should not only be the occasion of great
murmur, but also be dangerous to the salvation of many.  And therefore we have thought it a thing
most expedient at this time, that from the whole number of godly and learned men, now presently
in this realm, be selected ten or twelve (for in so many Provinces we have divided the whole) to
whom charge and commandment should be given,  to plant  and erect  Kirks,  to set,  order,  and
appoint Ministers, as the former order prescribes, to the Countries that shall be appointed to their
care where none are now.  And by their means, your love and common care over all Inhabitants of
this  Realm,  to  whom you are  equally  debtors,  shall  evidently  appear;  as  also  the  simple  and
ignorant,  who  perchance  have  never  heard  Jesus  Christ  truly  preached,  shall  come  to  some
knowledge: By the which many that are dead in superstition and ignorance, shall attain to some
feeling of godliness, by the which they may be provoked to search and seek farther knowledge of
God, and his true Religion and worshipping: where by the contrary, if they shall be neglected, then
shall they not only grudge, but also seek the means whereby they may continue in their blindness,
or return to their accustomed Idolatry; and therefore nothing we desire more earnestly than that
Christ Jesus be universally once preached throughout this Realm, which shall not suddenly be,
unless that by you, men be appointed, and compelled, faithfully to travail in such Provinces as to
them shall be assigned.

==============================================================

Discussion Questions

1.  Besides  the  names  themselves,  on  what  account,  found  in  Holy  Scripture,  should  there  be  a
distinction between some church officers as pastors, and others as teachers or doctors?

A. 

2. What is the responsibility of Ruling Elders if they are not appointed for public teaching?

A.  

3. What should be noticed about the offices of Readers and Superintendents?

A. 


