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Compiled by the Westminster Assembly, and adopted by the General Assembly of the Church of
Scotland, 1645.02.10, Session 16. Thereafter revised by the Westminster Assembly, as a
Directory, with an additional section on Church Censures.

Of Church Government, and the several sorts of Assemblies for the same.

( tHrist hath instituted a Government, and Governors Ecclesiastical in the Church: to that
purpose, the Apostles did immediately receive the keys from the hand of Jesus Christ, and
did use and exercise them in all the Churches of the World upon all occasions.

And Christ hath since continually furnished some in his Church with gifts of Government, and
with commission to execute the same, when called thereunto.

It is lawful and agreeable to the Word of God, that the Church be governed by several sorts of
Assemblies, which are Congregational, Classical, and Synodical.

Of the power in Common of all these Assemblies.

IT is lawful and agreeable to the Word of God, that the several Assemblies before mentioned
have power to convent, and call before them any person within their several bounds, whom the
Ecclesiastical business which is before them doth concern; proved by Matt. Chap. 18.

They have power to hear and determine such causes and differences as do orderly come before
them.

It is lawful and agreeable to the Word of God, that all the said Assemblies have some power to
dispense Church censures.



Of Congregationall Assemblies, that is, The meeting of the ruling Officers of a particular
Congregation for the Government thereof.
[Of Kirk Sessions or Church Sessions.]

! I 'He ruling Officers of a particular Congregation have power authoritatively to call before
them any member of the Congregation as they shall see just occasion.

To enquire into the knowledge and spiritual estate of the several members of the
Congregation.

To admonish and rebuke.
Which three branches are proved by Heb. 13.17. 1 Thess. 5.12,13. Ezek. 34.4.

Authoritative suspension from the Lord’s Table of a Person not yet cast out of the Church, is
agreeable to the Scripture:

First, Because the ordinance itself must not be profaned.
Secondly, Because we are charged to withdraw from these that walk disorderly.

Thirdly, Because of the great sin and danger, both to him that comes unworthily, and also to
the whole Church, Matt. 7.6. 2 Thess. 3.6,14,15. 1 Cor. 11.27, to the end of the Chap. compared
with Jude verse 23; 1 Tim. 5.22. And there was power and authority under the Old Testament, to
keep unclean persons from holy things, Levit. 13.5. Numb. 9.7. 2 Chro. 23.19. [Ezek. 22.26,
compared with 44.23.]

The like Power and Authority, by way of Analogy, continues under the New Testament.

The Ruling Officers of a particular Congregation have power Authoritatively to suspend from
the Lord’s Table a Person not yet cast out of the Church:

First, Because those who have Authority to judge of, and admit such as are fit to receive the
Sacrament, have Authority to keep back such as shall be found unworthy.

Secondly, Because it is an Ecclesiastical business of ordinary practice belonging to that
Congregation.

When Congregations are divided and fixed, they need all mutual help one from another, both
in regard of their intrinsical weaknesses and mutual dependence; As also in regard of enemies
from without.

Of Classical Assemblies. [That is, of Presbyteries.]

' I 'He scripture doth hold out a Presbytery in a church, both in the first Epistle to Timothy,
Chap. 4, verse 14, And in Acts 15, verses 2, 4, 6.

A Presbytery consisteth of Ministers of the Word, and such other public Officers as are
agreeable to, and warranted by the Word of God, to be Church Governours, to join with the
Ministers in the Government of the Church as appeareth, Rom. 12.7,8. 1 Cor. 12.28.



The Scripture doth hold forth, that many particular Congregations may be under one
Presbyterial Government.

This proposition is proved by instances:

First, Of the Church of Jerusalem, which consisted of more Congregations than one, and all
these Congregations were under one Presbyterial Government.

This appeareth thus:

First, The Church of Jerusalem consisted of more Congregations than one, as is manifest,
first,

By the multitude of Believers mentioned in divers [places],

Both before the dispersion of the Believers there by means of the persecution
(mentioned in the Acts of the Apostles, Chap. 8, in the beginning thereof) witness,
Chap. 1, verse 11 [15]. Chap. 2, verses 41, 46, and 47. Chap. 4.4. Chap. 5.14.
Chap. 6, of the same Book of the Acts, verses 1,7.

And also after the dispersion, Acts 9.31, Chap. 12.24, and Chap. 21, verse 20, of
the same Book.

Secondly, By the many Apostles and other Preachers in the Church of
Jerusalem; And if there were but one Congregation there, then each Apostle
Preached but seldom; which will not consist with Chap. 6. verse 2, of the same
Book of the Acts of the Apostles.

Thirdly, The diversity of languages amongst the Believers mentioned both in the
second and sixth Chapters of the Acts, doth argue more Congregations than one in
that Church.

Secondly, All those Congregations were under one Presbyterial Government, because,

First, They were one Church, Acts 8.1, and Chap. 2.47, compared with Chapter
5.11, Chap. 12.5, and Chap. 15.4, of the same Book.

Secondly, The Elders of the Church are mentioned, Acts 11.30, Chap. 15.4, 6,
22, and Chapter 21.17,18, of the same Book.

Thirdly, The Apostles did the ordinary Acts of Presbyters, as Presbyters in that
Kirk, which proveth a Presbyterial Church before the dispersion, Acts 6.

Fourthly, The several Congregations in Jerusalem being one Church, the Elders
of that Church are mentioned as meeting together for acts of Government, Acts
11.30, Acts 15.4, 6, 22, and Chap. 21.17,18, and so forward, which proves that
those several Congregations were under one Presbyterial Government.

And whether these Congregations were fixed or not fixed in regard of Officers
or Members, it is all one as to the truth of the Proposition.

Nor doth there appear any material difference betwixt the several Congregations



in Jerusalem, and the many Congregations now in the ordinary condition of the
Church, as to the point of fixedness required of Officers or Members.

Thirdly, Therefore the Scripture doth hold forth, that many Congregations may be under
one Presbyterial Government.

II. Secondly, By the instance of the Church of Ephesus, for,

1. That there were more Congregations than one in the Church of Ephesus, appears by
Acts 20.31, where is mention of Paul’s continuance at Ephesus in Preaching for the space
of three years, and Acts 19.18-20, where the especial effect of the Word is mentioned, and
verses 10, and 17, of the same Chapter, where is a distinction of Jews and Greeks; and
1 Cor. 16.8, and 9, where is a reason of Paul’s stay at Ephesus until Pentecost, and verse
19, where is mention of a particular Church in the house of Aquila and Priscilla, then at
Ephesus, as appears, Acts 18.19, 24, 26, all which laid together doth prove, that the
multitudes of Believers did make more Congregations than one in the Church of Ephesus.

2. That there were many Elders over these many Congregations, as one Flock,
appeareth, Acts 20.17, 25, 28, 30, 36, 37.

3. That these many Congregations were one Church, and that they were under one
Presbyterial Government, appeareth, Rev. 2, the first six verses, joined with Acts 20, verses
17,18.

Of Synodical Assemblies.

THe Scripture doth hold out another sort of Assemblies for the Government of the Church,
beside Classical and Congregational, all which we call Synodical, Acts 15. Pastors and
Teachers, and other Church Governours, (as also other fit persons, when it shall be deemed
expedient) are members of those Assemblies which we call Synodical, where they have a lawful
calling thereunto.

Synodical Assemblies may lawfully be of several sorts, as Provincial, National and
Oecumenical.

It is lawful and agreeable to the Word of God, that there be a subordination of Congregational,
Classical, Provincial, and National Assemblies for the Government of the Church.

Additional Resources: ¢ Westminster Directory for Government: On Classical & Synodical Assemblies.
* Westminster Confession of Faith: Chapters 30 & 31 on Censures, Synods, etc.

Q. 1. When we say that the apostles “immediately” received their authority from Christ, what does this mean? and
to what extent does this also apply to church officers of our day?

A. They received power from him, not the civil gov. or multitd. They must act as directed by & accountable to him.
Q. 2. Why does the Assembly establish from scripture the number of believers and officers in Jerusalem and Eph.?

A. These facts serve to show that in these cities there were multiple congregations or Gospel-believers meeting and
yet they are, in scripture terms, not only reckoned part of the Church catholic, but each a single governed “church.”



