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Compiled by the Westminster Assembly, and adopted by the General Assembly of the Church of
Scotland, 1645.02.10, Session 16. Thereafter revised by the Westminster Assembly, as a
Directory, with an additional section on Church Censures.

The Directory for Ordination of Ministers (Continued).

10.If a Minister be designed to a Congregation, who hath been formerly ordained Presbyter

according to the form of Ordination which hath been in the Church of England, which

we hold for substance to be valid, and not to be disclaimed by any who have received it;

Then, there being a cautious proceeding in matters of Examination, let him be admitted,

without any new Ordination.

11. And in case any Person already ordained Minister in Scotland or in any other Reformed

Church, be designed to another Congregation in England, he is to bring from that

Church to the Presbytery here, within which that Congregation is, a sufficient
testimonial of his Ordination, of his life and conversation while he lived with them, and

of the causes of his removal; And to undergo such a trial of his fitness and sufficiency,

and to have the same course held with him in other particulars, as is set down in the rule

immediately going before, touching Examination and Admission.

12. That Records be carefully kept in the several Presbyteries, of the names of the Persons
ordained with their testimonials, the time and place of their Ordination, of the

Presbyters who did impose hands upon them, and of the charge to which they are

appointed.

13. That no Money or Gift of what kind soever shall be received from the Person to be



ordained, or from any on his behalf for Ordination or ought else belonging to it, by any
of the Presbytery, or any appertaining to any of them, upon what pretense soever.

Thus far of ordinary rules and course of Ordination in the ordinary way, That
which concerns the extraordinary way, requisite to be now practised, followeth.

1. In these present exigences, while we cannot have any Presbyteries formed up to their
whole power and work, and that many Ministers are to be ordained for the service of the
Armies and Navy, and to many Congregations where there is no Minister at all; and
where (by reason of the public troubles) the people cannot either themselves enquire out
and find out one who may be a faithful Minister for them, or have any with safety sent
unto them, for such a solemn trial as was before mentioned in the ordinary Rules,
especially when there can be no Presbytery near unto them, to whom they may address
themselves, or which may come or send to them a fit man to be ordained in that
Congregation, and for that people: And yet notwithstanding, it is requisite that Ministers
be ordained for them, by some who being set apart themselves for the work of the
Ministry, have power to join in the setting apart of others, who are found fit and worthy.
» In those cases, until by God’s Blessing the aforesaid difficulties may be in some good
measure removed, let some godly Ministers in or about the City of London be designed
by public authority, who being associated, may ordain Ministers for the City, and the
Vicinity, keeping as near to the ordinary Rules forementioned as possibly they may; And
let this association be for no other intent or purpose, but only for the work of Ordination.

2. Let the like association be made by the same authority in great Towns, and the
Neighbouring Parishes in the several Counties, which are at the present quiet and
undisturbed, to do the like for the parts adjacent.

3. Let such as are chosen or appointed for the service of the Armies or Navy be ordained as
aforesaid, by the associated Ministers of London, or some others in the Country.

4. Let them do the like, when any man shall duly and lawfully be recommended to them for
the Ministry of any Congregation, who cannot enjoy liberty to have a trial of his parts
and abilities, and desire the help of such Ministers so associated, for the better furnishing
of them with such a Person as by them shall be judged fit for the service of that Church
and People.
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10. February 1645. Postmeridiem.

Sess. XVI.

Act of the Generall Affembly of the Kirk of
Scotland, Approving the Propositions
concerning Kirk-government and
Ordination of Ministers.

THe General Assembly, being most desirous and solicitous not only of the establishment
and preservation of the Form of Kirk-government in this Kingdom, according to the Word
of GOD, Books of Discipline, Acts of General Assemblies, and National Covenant; But also of
an Uniformity in Kirk-government betwixt these Kingdoms, now more straitly and strongly
united by the late Solemn League and Covenant: And considering, That as in former times there
did, so hereafter there may arise through the nearness of Contagion, manifold mischiefs to this
Kirk from a corrupt Form of Government in the Kirk of England: » Likeas the precious
opportunity of bringing the Kirks of Christ in all the three Kingdoms to an Uniformity in Kirk-
government, being the happiness of the present times above the former; which may also by the
blessing of GOD, prove an effectual mean, and a good foundation to prepare for a safe and
well-grounded Pacification, by removing the cause from which the present Pressures and
bloody Wars did originally proceed: And now the Assembly having thrice read, and diligently
examined the Propositions (hereunto annexed) concerning the Officers, Assemblies, and
Government of the Kirk; and concerning the Ordination of Ministers, brought unto us as the
results of the long and learned Debates of the Assembly of Divines sitting at Westminster, and
of the Treaty of Uniformity with the Commissioners of this Kirk there residing; After mature
deliberation, and after tymous calling upon, and warning of all who have any exceptions
against the same, to make them known, that they might receive satisfaction, » Doth Agree to,
and Approve the Propositions aforementioned touching Kirk-government and Ordination; and
doth hereby Authorise the Commissioners of this Assembly who are to meet at Edinburgh, to
agree to, and conclude in the name of this Assembly, an Uniformity betwixt the Kirks in both
Kingdoms, in the aforementioned particulars, so soon as the same shall be ratified, without any
substantial alteration, by an Ordinance of the Honourable Houses of the Parliament of
England; Which Ratification shall be timely intimate and made known by the Commissioners
of this Kirk residing at London. » Provided always, That this Act shall be no ways prejudicial
to the further discussion and examination of that Article, which holds forth, that the Doctor or
Teacher, hath power of the administration of the Sacraments as well as the Pastor; As also of
the distinct Rights and Interests of Presbyteries and People in the calling of Ministers: But that
it shall be free to debate and discuss these points as GOD shall be pleased to give further light.
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Excerpt from Calvin’s Institutes, 1V.3.14.

But no sober person will deny that the regular mode of lawful calling is, that bishops should be
designated by men, since there are numerous passages of Scripture to this effect. Nor, as has
been said, is there any thing contrary to this in Paul’s protestation, [Gal. 1.1,] that he was not
sent either of man, or by man, seeing he is not there speaking of the ordinary election of
ministers but claiming for himself what was peculiar to the apostles: although the Lord in thus
selecting Paul by special privilege, subjected him in the meantime to the discipline of an
ecclesiastical call: for Luke relates, “As they ministered to the Lord, and fasted, the Holy Ghost
said, Separate me Barnabas and Saul for the work whereunto I have called them” (Act 13.2). »
Why this separation and laying on of hands after the Holy Spirit had attested their election,
unless that ecclesiastical discipline might be preserved in appointing ministers by men? God
could not give a more illustrious proof of his approbation of this order, than by causing Paul to
be set apart by the Church after he had previously declared that he had appointed him to be the
Apostle of the Gentiles. The same thing we may see in the election of Matthias. [Acts 1.23-
26.] As the apostolic office was of such importance that they did not venture to appoint any
one to it of their own judgment, they bring forward two, on one of whom the lot might fall, that
thus the election might have a sure testimony from heaven and, at the same time, the policy of
the Church might not be disregarded.
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Acts 13:1-4.

1. Now there were in the church that was at Antioch certain prophets and
teachers; as Barnabas, and Simeon that was called Niger, and Lucius of
Cyrene, and Manaen, which had been brought up with Herod the tetrarch,
and Saul.

2. As they ministered to the Lord, and fasted, the Holy Ghost said,
Separate me Barnabas and Saul for the work whereunto I have called them.

3. And when they had fasted and prayed, and laid their hands on them,
they sent them away.

4. So they, being sent forth by the Holy Ghost, departed unto Seleucia;
and from thence they sailed to Cyprus.

Items to Observe:
* Multiple prophets and teachers were then at Antioch: A Presbytery.
* Paul and Barnabas were called to a work, prior to being separated thereto.

* It was the Holy Ghost’s will that Paul and Barnabas be separated to this
work.



It was the part of the Presbytery to separate them to the work, though Paul
and Barnabas are accounted in the Bible as Apostles.

The outward form and ceremony common to ordination is used in this
separation.

Paul and Barnabas, who were already apostles, are hereby “sent” by the
Presbytery.

Paul and Barnabas, who are sent by the ministry of Antioch, are also sent
by the Holy Ghost.

Discussion Questions:

1. Why did the Assembly judge that only an examination, and not an ordination, would be used
when receiving an Episcopal Presbyter (“Curate” or “Priest”) to the ministry of a Reformed
and Presbyterian congregation?

A. His former ordination was held to be valid, though ceremonially of an unscriptural form,
because “for substance” it implied what is essential to Biblical ordination. Or to say this more
thoroughly: Responsibility to preach the gospel and administer the sacraments had been
conferred upon him; and although the admission to this by a single bishop is not scriptural, yet
his subsequent service sustained and approved by the church in general contains the
“substance” of a scriptural ordination.

2. Does this policy or principle of the Presbyterian church standards cross any other policy of
the second reformation standards, or is it crossed by subsequent testimonies of the
covenanters?

A. No. Neither the Covenanters of the second reformation, nor those of the persecuting era, nor the
Reformed Presbyterian church afterwards appointed a contrary policy. The joint-document of
the Covenanters which speaks most forcefully against the ordination of Episcopal priests is the
Informatory Vindication, which was not, in its entirety, considered a church standard or term of
communion.

3. What might be said to justify a more forceful or complete rejection of Episcopal ordination
in the 1680s?

A. Two things from the context of the times: (1) The character of this ministry was more

emphatically Anti-Christian, by clear intent undermining the ministerial mission appointed by

Jesus Christ. In lands previously Reformed, (England and Scotland,) it was set up as an anti-

Reformation instrument and operated in the service of state-persecution against Bible-believing

Christians for their Bible-dedication to King Jesus. (2) At the same time, the Episcopal form

and order was maintained by the English & Scottish Bishops in explicit opposition to the “for

substance” idea of scriptural ordination above, so that Presbyterian ministers submitting to their

local Bishop were forced to be re-ordained before acting as ministers. This was not in keeping



with the Episcopacy which preceded the Westminster Assembly.

4. What final rule (before those for extraordinary circumstances) needed to be made in order to
guard against the corruptions found under the Episcopal order?
A. The Assembly stated a rule against all money and gifts given “for ordination or ought else
belonging to it.” This was to guard against simony, and every hint of it.

5. What circumstances at the time of the Westminster Assembly necessitated the use of some
extraordinary policy for ordaining ministers?

A. A number of obstructions are mentioned for taking steps to provide ministers in an ordinary way,
where fit persons cannot be found, or where they are found but lack presbyteries for their
direction and ordination, or where they are needed by those in the military; and yet necessity
requires they must be provided.

6. What solution does the Assembly urge as an extraordinary policy for the extraordinary
circumstances at hand?
A. The Assembly advises that an association of godly ministers in the area of London be formed,
whose only work is to ordain ministers for the city and its vicinity. They also suggest that such
associations be formed in other places.

7. Beside the Word of God, and the Reformation Covenants, what other documents in the
Church of Scotland gave definition to its Form of Government, and were a standard of
comparison for the advice and propositions compiled by the Westminster Assembly?

A. The Books of Discipline and the Acts of the General Assemblies.

8. What provisions or qualifications were noted by the Church of Scotland when declaring their
approval of this document as part of the covenanted uniformity?
A. They reserved two items for further discussion: namely, (1) The role of Doctors or Teachers in
the administration of the sacraments; and (2) The respective roles of the people and the
presbytery in the calling of ministers.



